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HANDOUT 9

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task. 

The chart shows the average number of hours each day that Chinese, American, Turkish and 
Brazilian tourists spent doing leisure activities while on holiday in Greece in August 2015. 

Summarise the chart by selecting and reporting the main features and make comparisons 
where relevant. 

Write at least 150 words. 
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HANDOUT 10

Exercise 1: 

Read the task card and watch the video of the student doing IELTS Speaking Part 2. She makes 
some mistakes with verb forms. Find and correct the mistakes. 

In the IELTS Speaking exam, 25% of your mark is based on grammatical range and 
accuracy. Grammatical range means using a variety of tenses and types of sentence. 
Accuracy means not making mistakes. 

One way to improve your accuracy is to use correct verb forms. 

Describe a job you would like to have. 

You should say: 
 what the job is 
 what you know about that job 

             what study or training you would need to do so you can get that job 
and explain why you would like to have that job. 

1. I would like introduce a job which I would like to do in the future.
2. My dream job is be a teacher.
3. I really like get on with children.
4. A lot of my classmates be teachers now.
5. I wanted to do this job since I started university.

play.MP4
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Exercise 2  

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verbs in brackets. 

1. When I finish university I ______________  to be a scientist. (want) 
2. The exam yesterday _______________  really difficult. (be) 
3. I am ________________  to walk to work today. (go) 
4. I _______________  been a mechanic since 2014. (have) 
5. I’m ______________  on an interesting project at the moment. (work) 
6. The information that my manager ______________  me last week was useful. (give) 
7. The workers ______________  to be careful with the new machine. It’s quite difficult to 

use. (need) 
8. This work that we’re ______________  is so interesting! (do) 

Exercise 3  

Read the information. Then watch the videos of students doing IELTS Speaking tests. 
Sometimes they make mistakes. Choose the correct answers to complete the sentences. 

Another way to improve your accuracy in the IELTS Speaking test is to use correct articles 
(a, an, the). 

 

1. Some people say this is not the/a   very 
well-paid job, but it’s -/a very stable job. 

 
2. To be the/a   professor I need  the/a    
doctor’s degree. 

 
3. If I have  the/a   opportunity, I will train 
myself in the/a   skills of teaching. 

 
4. My mother is a/an elementary school 
teacher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.MP4

2.MP4

3.MP4

4.MP4
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Exercise 4  

Complete the sentences using a, an or the. 

1. I paid _______  money I was given as a present into my bank account.
2. It would be a good idea to find ________ architect to plan the new head office building.
3. _______  pilot landed the plane early because the weather was so bad.
4. _______  celebrity’s life is never easy.
5. My aunt works as ________ hairdresser.
6. _______ best thing about being a scientist is that you can follow your interests.
7. My favourite professor does not teach at ______ weekend.
8. Do you know _______  mechanic who could fix my car?
9. I never planned to be _______  chef. It just happened.
10. My friend is a journalist and has just published _______  article.

Exercise 5 

Grammatical range means using a variety of tenses and types of sentences. You can improve 
your grammatical range by using a variety of phrases.  

Read the task card. Then watch the video of a student doing IELTS Speaking Part 2 and look at 
the sentences she uses. Match the phrases in the box with the underlined words which have a 
similar meaning. 

Describe a job you would like to have. 

You should say: 
 what the job is 
 what you know about that job 

             what study or training you would need to do so you can get that job 
and explain why you would like to have that job. 

1. I would like to introduce a job which I would like to do in the future.
_____________________________________

2. My dream job is to be a teacher.  _____________________________________
3. To be a teacher, you need to train.  _____________________________________
4. Some people say this is not a well-paid job.

_____________________________________
5. I think this job would suit me.  _____________________________________

play.MP4

I have always thought ...         It is said that ...      I’d like to talk about ... 

it is necessary to        to become 
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Exercise 6 

Grammatical range means using a variety of tenses and types of sentences. You can improve 
your grammatical range by using a variety of phrases. 

Read the task card. Then watch the video of a student doing IELTS Speaking Part 2 and look at 
the sentences he uses. Add a phrase from the box to each sentence. This will help improve the 
grammatical range. 

Describe a job you would like to have. 

You should say: 
 what the job is 
 what you know about that job 

             what study or training you would need to do so you can get that job 
and explain why you would like to have that job. 

Following that,            I have always thought that          It is said that 

Most importantly,           What’s more, 

1. ____________________________  the job I would like to have is professor.
2. ____________________________   professors can usually study something that they

want, ... and also study alone.
3. I would also like to teach ... because my parents are teachers. ...

____________________________    I used to teach my friends.
4. ____________________________   to be a professor I need a doctorate.
5. ____________________________   I’d go to another country, like England, to get a

post-doctoral job.

play.MP4
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HANDOUT 12

Speed reading 
What is speed reading, and why do we need it? 

A. Speed reading is not just about reading fast. It is also about how much information you can
remember when you have finished reading. The world Championship speed-reading
Competition says that its top competitors average between 1,000 and 2,000 words a minute.
But they must remember at least 50 percent of this in order to qualify for the competition.

B. Nowadays, speed reading has become an essential skill in any environment where people
have to master a large volume of information. Professional workers need reading skills to
help them get through many documents every day, while students under pressure to deal
with assignments may feel they have to read more and read faster all the time.

C. Although there are various methods to increase reading speed, the trick is deciding what
information you want first. For example, if you only want a rough outline of an issue, then
you can skim the material quickly and extract the key facts. However, if you need to
understand every detail in a document, then you must read it slowly enough to understand
this.

D. Even when you know how to ignore irrelevant detail, there are other improvements you
can make to your reading style which will increase your speed. For example, most people
can read much faster if they read silently. Reading each word aloud takes time for the
information to make a complete circuit in your brain before being pronounced. Some
researchers believe that as long as the first and last letters are in place, the brain can still
understand the arrangement of the other letters in the word because it logically puts each
piece into place.

E. Chunking is another important method. Most people learn to read either letter by letter or
word by word. As you improve, this changes. You will probably find that you are fixing
your eyes on a block of words, then moving your eyes to the next block of words, and so
on. You are reading blocks of words at a time, not individual words one by one. You may
also notice that you do not always go from one block to the next: sometimes you may move
back to a previous block if you are unsure about something.

PRE-IELTS 2
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F. A skilled reader will read a lot of words in each block. He or she will only look at each
block for an instant and will then move on. Only rarely will the reader’s eyes skip back to
a previous block of words. This reduces the amount of work that the reader’s eyes have to
do. It also increases the volume of information that can be taken in over a given period of
time.

G. On the other hand, a slow reader will spend a lot of time reading small blocks of words.
He or she will skip back often, losing the flow and structure of the text, and mudding their
overall understanding of the subject. This irregular eye movement quickly makes the reader
tired. Poor readers tend to dislike reading because they feel it is difficult to concentrate and
comprehend written information.

H. The best tip anyone can have to improve their reading speed is to practice. In order to do
this effectively, a person must be engaged in the material and want to know more. If you
find yourself constantly having to re-read the same paragraph, you may want to switch to
reading material that grabs your attention. If you enjoy what you are reading, you will make
quicker progress.

Adapted from speed-reading-techniques.com 

Questions 1-6 

The reading passage has seven paragraphs A-H. which paragraph contains the following information? 
Write the correct letter A-H. 

NB you may use any letter more than once. 

1. The types of people who need to read more quickly

2. The fastest reading speeds

3. How a reader can become confused

4. Why reading material should be interesting

5. A definition of speed reading

6. What you should consider before you start reading

PRE-IELTS 2
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Question 7-13  

Complete the table below. 

Choose NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS from the passage for each answer. 

Chunking 

Type of reader Reading method Effect of method on reader 

Skilled reader • Many 7…….. in a block 
• Reader hardly ever goes

back

• Reader’s 8……… do less 
work 

• More 9………is processed 

10………….. • Small blocks
• Reader 11……….goes back 

• Reader easily gets 12………. 
• Finds it hard to

              13……….. On passage 

PRE-IELTS 2
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WRITING TASK 1 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task. 

The graph shows the number of visitors to four international museums between 1980 and 
2015. 

Summarise the graph by selecting and reporting the main features and make comparisons 
where relevant. 

Write at least 150 words. 
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