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Unit 3: Exercise 1  

Quickly read the first paragraph of the text ‘Cities of the future’. 

How many people talked about each of these topics in the questionnaire? Choose the correct 
answers for the topics. 

Paragraph A 

Researchers recently gave 1,000 people a questionnaire about ‘Cities of The Future’. To 
answer the questions, the people had to imagine and describe what they thought our cities 
might look like in the year 2050. Interestingly, a large number of people were anxious that 
they would become ‘dark, dangerous places’, which had endless traffic jams and very few 
green spaces. This group also predicted an increase in the level of pollution and thought 
people would always need to wear facemasks in order to breathe. They also believed that it 
would be less safe to walk on the street as there would be ‘more stealing’ and other criminal 
behaviour. A smaller number thought cities might become a lot cleaner, and might be built 
from more interesting materials. They were also looking forward to new technology such as 
flying cars and moving pavements. In general, they believed that the cities of the future 
would offer a much more convenient way of living. A few people were uncertain; for 
example, they thought the size of apartments might reduce as the population of the city grew, 
but they also thought that public transport would become bett 

1. building materials some people/most people/not many people .
2. criminal behavior some people/most people/not many people .
3. new technology  some people/most people/not many people .
4. pollution some people/most people/not many people .
5. population some people/most people/not many people .
6. traffic jams  some people/most people/not many people .

Unit 3: Exercise 2  

In IELTS Reading multiple choice questions, you may be asked questions about either the whole 
text or a paragraph. Read the paragraph again and then answer the question . 

When you answer questions about a paragraph or paragraphs, you must read very carefully 
(and sometimes more than once). Try to think about how the information in the paragraph is 
organised. This will help you to quickly find the information you need to answer multiple 
choice questions. 

UNIT 3  READING
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Paragraph A 

Researchers recently gave 1,000 people a questionnaire about ‘Cities of The Future’. To answer 
the questions, the people had to imagine and describe what they thought our cities might look 
like in the year 2050. Interestingly, a large number of people were anxious that they would 
become ‘dark, dangerous places’, which had endless traffic jams and very few green spaces. This 
group also predicted an increase in the level of pollution and thought people would always need 
to wear facemasks in order to breathe. They also believed that it would be less safe to walk on 
the street as there would be ‘more stealing’ and other criminal behaviour. A smaller number 
thought cities might become a lot cleaner, and might be built from more interesting materials. 
They were also looking forward to new technology such as flying cars and moving pavements. In 
general, they believed that the cities of the future would offer a much more convenient way of 
living. A few people were uncertain; for example, they thought the size of apartments might 
reduce as the population of the city grew, but they also thought that public transport would 
become better. 

 

Read the question and choose the best answer. Read the text on page 1 again if you need to. 

How is the information in the paragraph organised? 

o By describing all the negative things about future cities (e.g. crime) and then all the 
positive things (e.g. better public transport). 

o By the most popular answers to the questionnaire (i.e. which questions had the most 
answers). 

o By the topics in the questionnaire (e.g. transport problems, pollution, crime, etc.). 

Unit 3: Exercise 3  

Read the paragraph again carefully. Choose the correct answer to the question. 

Paragraph A 

Researchers recently gave 1,000 people a questionnaire about ‘Cities of The Future’. To answer the 
questions, the people had to imagine and describe what they thought our cities might look like in the year 
2050. Interestingly, a large number of people were anxious that they would become ‘dark, dangerous 
places’, which had endless traffic jams and very few green spaces. This group also predicted an increase 
in the level of pollution and thought people would always need to wear facemasks in order to breathe. 
They also believed that it would be less safe to walk on the street as there would be ‘more stealing’ and 
other criminal behaviour. A smaller number thought cities might become a lot cleaner, and might be built 
from more interesting materials. They were also looking forward to new technology such as flying cars 
and moving pavements. In general, they believed that the cities of the future would offer a much more 
convenient way of living. A few people were uncertain; for example, they thought the size of apartments 
might reduce as the population of the city grew, but they also thought that public transport would become 
better. 
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1. What do the results of the questionnaire show? 

o A Most people feel worried rather than pleased about the way that cities will 
develop. 

o B People imagined that no one would use their own vehicles any more. 
o C  People think that crime will be the worst problem that future cities will have. 
o D  Some people believe that there will not be enough houses in the city for 

everyone. 

Unit 3: Exercise 4  

Read the information. Then read the paragraph again. Which of the numbered parts in bold (1–4) 
in the text do the options A–D relate to? Match the options and the numbered parts. 

When you answer an IELTS Reading four-option multiple choice question, you should 
remember that: 

 each option (A, B, C, D) is usually connected to a piece of information in the same 
paragraph 

 only one option says exactly the same thing as a piece of information in the text 
 three options say something slightly different to the pieces of information in the text 
 the options do NOT always come in the same order as the pieces of information in the 

text. 

Paragraph A 

Researchers recently gave 1,000 people a questionnaire about ‘Cities of The Future’. To answer 
the questions, the people had to imagine and describe what they thought our cities might look 
like in the year 2050. (1) Interestingly, a large number of people were anxious that they 
would become ‘dark, dangerous places’, which had endless traffic jams and very few green 
spaces. This group also predicted an increase in the level of pollution and thought people would 
always need to wear facemasks in order to breathe. (2) They also believed that it would be less 
safe to walk on the street as there would be ‘more stealing’ and other criminal behaviour. 
A smaller number thought cities might become a lot cleaner, and might be built from more 
interesting materials. They were also looking forward to new technology such as flying cars and 
moving pavements. In general, they believed that the cities of the future would offer a much 
more convenient way of living. A few people were uncertain; for example, (3) they thought the 
size of apartments might reduce as the population of the city grew, but (4) they also thought 
that public transport would become better. 
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1. A    Some people believe that there will not be enough houses in the city for everyone. 

o 1 
o 2 
o 3 
o 4 

2. B   People think that crime will be the worst problem that future cities will have. 

o 1 
o 2 
o 3 
o 4 

3. C   Most people feel worried rather than pleased about the way that cities will develop. 

o 1 
o 2 
o 3 
o 4 

4. D   People imagined that no one would use their own vehicle any more. 

o 1 
o 2 
o 3 
o 4 
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Unit 3: Exercise 5  

Read the paragraph again. Which of the options A–D is correct? Choose the correct answers. 

Paragraph A 

Researchers recently gave 1,000 people a questionnaire about ‘Cities of The Future’. To answer 
the questions, the people had to imagine and describe what they thought our cities might look 
like in the year 2050. (1) Interestingly, a large number of people were anxious that they 
would become ‘dark, dangerous places’, which had endless traffic jams and very few green 
spaces. This group also predicted an increase in the level of pollution and thought people would 
always need to wear facemasks in order to breathe. (2) They also believed that it would be less 
safe to walk on the street as there would be ‘more stealing’ and other criminal behaviour. 
A smaller number thought cities might become a lot cleaner, and might be built from more 
interesting materials. They were also looking forward to new technology such as flying cars and 
moving pavements. In general, they believed that the cities of the future would offer a much 
more convenient way of living. A few people were uncertain; for example, (3) they thought the 
size of apartments might reduce as the population of the city grew, but (4) they also thought 
that public transport would become better. 

 

1. A   Some people believe that there will not be enough houses in the city for everyone. 

o Correct 
o Incorrect 

2. B  People think that crime will be the worst problem that future cities will have. 

o Correct 
o Incorrect 

3. C   Most people feel worried rather than pleased about the way that cities will develop. 

o Correct 
o Incorrect 

4. D   People imagined that no one would use their own vehicle any more. 

o Correct 
o Incorrect 

 

 



70 |A P A D A N A  I E L T S  U M B R E L L A  
 

Unit 3: Exercise 6  

Read the information. Then read Paragraphs B–E as quickly as possible. Answer the question. 

In an IELTS Reading test, it is a good idea to very quickly skim through a text to get a 
general idea of the overall topic, and also the particular topics of each paragraph. 

Paragraph B 

What do the results from this questionnaire tell us? In a way, we shouldn’t be amazed by the 
descriptions of the largest group. So many Hollywood films show cities of the future as 
frightening places. Online newspapers are also responsible for spreading this same belief. 
Headlines such as ‘Global population rises – cities become crowded’ are becoming more 
frequent. Journalists rarely discuss how future cities might be a good place to live. 

Paragraph C 

The facts are these: 50% of people now live in cities, even though cities only occupy 2% of the 
world’s land. By 2050, it is predicted that the number of people living there will rise to 70%. 
Some people are worried that villages in the countryside will become empty as everyone leaves 
for the city, and so traditional ways of life will be lost. This may be true, but we have to accept 
changes like this as part of human development. Rather than being negative, we should be 
hopeful that we can improve people’s lives as they move to cities. The way to do this is through 
intelligent planning. 

Paragraph D 

Architects have a big role to play in our future cities. In the past, the architects who were 
responsible for planning our cities often designed buildings that they were interested in; but now 
it is time for them to listen carefully to what people living in cities are asking for. In many 
countries around the world, people are choosing to have smaller families or to wait longer before 
they start a family. For this reason, not everyone needs a large house. Smaller and cheaper 
houses are what they need. But ‘small’ doesn’t have to be the same as ‘ugly’ or ‘boring’. 
Western architects could perhaps look at some of the architecture in Japanese cities, where very 
stylish houses are built on small pieces of unused land. 

Paragraph E 

And what might cities of the future be made from? Engineering companies have produced some 
interesting new products, for example, wood-like material made from recycled newspapers or old 
drink cartons. One engineering team are even working on a project that uses mushrooms to 
create a hard building material. These new materials may seem strange, but we should remember 
that plastic was only invented in 1907 – at the time people thought that this was an unusual 
product, but now it is something we cannot manage without. Building a city of the future 
requires imagination and an open mind. 
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Look at the paragraphs on page 1 again. In which paragraphs are the topics below mentioned? 
Choose the correct answers. 

1. the duties and responsibilities of the people who design our cities Paragraph B/Paragraph 
c/Paragraph D/Paragraph E  

2. the influence of cinema and the media on people’s view of the future  Paragraph 
B/Paragraph c/Paragraph D/Paragraph E  

3. the types of material that future buildings might be made from  Paragraph B/Paragraph 
c/Paragraph D/Paragraph E  

4. some information and opinions about people living in cities and living in the countryside 
Paragraph B/Paragraph c/Paragraph D/Paragraph E  

 

Unit 3: Exercise 7 

Read Paragraphs B–E again, then answer the questions. 

 

Paragraph B 

What do the results from this questionnaire tell us? In a way, we shouldn’t be amazed by the 
descriptions of the largest group. So many Hollywood films show cities of the future as 
frightening places. Online newspapers are also responsible for spreading this same belief. 
Headlines such as ‘Global population rises – cities become crowded’ are becoming more 
frequent. Journalists rarely discuss how future cities might be a good place to live. 

Paragraph C 

The facts are these: 50% of people now live in cities, even though cities only occupy 2% of the 
world’s land. By 2050, it is predicted that the number of people living there will rise to 70%. 
Some people are worried that villages in the countryside will become empty as everyone leaves 
for the city, and so traditional ways of life will be lost. This may be true, but we have to accept 
changes like this as part of human development. Rather than being negative, we should be 
hopeful that we can improve people’s lives as they move to cities. The way to do this is through 
intelligent planning. 
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Paragraph D Architects have a big role to play in our future cities. In the past, the architects 
who were responsible for planning our cities often designed buildings that they were interested 
in; but now it is time for them to listen carefully to what people living in cities are asking for. In 
many countries around the world, people are choosing to have smaller families or to wait longer 
before they start a family. For this reason, not everyone needs a large house. Smaller and cheaper 
houses are what they need. But ‘small’ doesn’t have to be the same as ‘ugly’ or ‘boring’. 
Western architects could perhaps look at some of the architecture in Japanese cities, where very 
stylish houses are built on small pieces of unused land. 

Paragraph E And what might cities of the future be made from? Engineering companies have 
produced some interesting new products, for example, wood-like material made from recycled 
newspapers or old drink cartons. One engineering team are even working on a project that uses 
mushrooms to create a hard building material. These new materials may seem strange, but we 
should remember that plastic was only invented in 1907 – at the time people thought that this 
was an unusual product, but now it is something we cannot manage without. Building a city of 
the future requires imagination and an open mind. 

 

Read the questions and the options carefully. Choose the correct answers. 

1. What is the writer doing in Paragraph B? 

o Explaining why many people will probably prefer to live in cities in the future. 
o Giving a reason why many people feel negative about cities of the future. 
o Suggesting that newspapers show a more realistic view of future cities than films. 

2. What point does the writer make in Paragraph C? 

o It is important to encourage some people to stay in their villages. 
o It is possible to maintain traditional village customs after moving to cities. 
o It is necessary to think in a creative way about city design. 

3. Paragraph D: In the writer’s opinion, architects who are responsible for planning cities 

o often make houses that are unattractive. 
o must make buildings based on people’s needs. 
o should get experience by working in foreign cities. 

4. Paragraph E: The writer refers to the invention of plastic to make the point that 

o we can expect building materials to be very different in the future. 
o we must accept that good-quality materials take a long time to create. 
o we should use a variety of building materials to make our cities interesting. 
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Unit 3: Exercise 8  

In an IELTS Reading text about the future, you are likely to see words and phrases that are used 
to make predictions. 

Match the meanings with the underlined words and phrases. Use the words in the box. 

Certain              impossible        possible        probable          uncertain 

 

1. We could see more robots in people's homes by 2050.  
2. There is a very good chance that there will be no more oil by 2050.  

3. Driverless cars will be very popular – but not with taxi drivers!  

4. There is no possibility of people living on Mars by 2050.  

5. It is not clear whether in the future people would consider going back to 
the countryside from cities. 

 

 

Unit 3: Exercise 9 

Think about what you’ve learnt in this unit. 

Complete the advice. Use the words in the box. 

appear in the same order       find information quickly        the same information      

topic of each paragraph 

8. For an IELTS Reading multiple choice task, first read the whole text quickly to get an 
idea of the _____________________________ . 

9. Thinking about how a paragraph is organised can help you 
________________________________. 

10. Make sure the option you choose as correct provides exactly 
________________________________   as the text. 

11. Remember that the options do not always ________________________________  as the 
pieces of information in the text. 

 

 



74 |A P A D A N A  I E L T S  U M B R E L L A  
 

Unit 3: Exercise 1  

In IELTS Writing Task 1 you might be asked to write a report about a chart or graph. 

Match the descriptions with the charts and graphs. 

This is a pie chart.            This is a bar chart.          This is a line graph. 

 

1.  

 

2.  

 

UNIT 3  WRITING 
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3. 

 

 

Unit 3: Exercise 2  

The bar chart compares the amount of money (in millions of dollars) that people in four different 
age groups from Seoul, South Korea, spent on going to the cinema, restaurants and music 
concerts in 2014. 

Fill the gaps in the chart below with the correct words. 

Axis          data            different age groups        money spent 
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Unit 3: Exercise 3  

The bar chart compares the amount of money (in millions of dollars) that people in four different 
age groups from Seoul, South Korea, spent on going to the cinema, restaurants and music 
concerts in 2014. 

Choose the correct answers to complete the statements. 

 

1. The 26–39 age group spent less than the 40–55 age group on going to the cinema./ 
restaurants./ music concerts. 

2. The 18–25 age group spent  less than the 26–39 age group/about $14 million/the same 
as the 56–80 age group on going to music concerts. 

3. The 56–80 age group spent the least of their money on going to  the cinema./ restaurants./ 
music concerts. 

4. The 26–39 age group spent about the same on going to the cinema and restaurants./ the 
cinema and music concerts./ restaurants and music concerts. 

5. The 40–55 age group spent about $10 million/ over $20 million/ under $5 million  on 
going to the cinema. 
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Unit 3: Exercise 4  

The bar chart compares the amount of money (in millions of dollars) that people in four different 
age groups from Seoul, South Korea, spent on going to the cinema, restaurants and music 
concerts in 2014. 

Read the information. Then read the sentences about the chart and match them with the correct 
main features. Use the words in the box. 

When you write a report on a graph or chart for IELTS Writing Task 1, you should try to 
describe the main features. This means writing about the most important pieces of 
information on the graph or chart. The main features could be the highest/lowest numbers, 
the biggest differences, and any similarities. 

 

a similarity             a main difference             important numbers 
1. The 26–39 age group spent the most money on going to the cinema while the 56–80s 

spent the least money. __________________________ 
2. The 40–55 and 56–80 age groups spent almost the same amount of money on music 

concerts, at about $7 million. _____________________________ 
3. Overall, the most amount of money was spent on going to restaurants (about $67 

million), compared with going to the cinema (about $40 million) and music concerts (also 
about $40 million). _____________________________ 
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Unit 3: Exercise 5  

The bar chart compares the amount of money (in millions of dollars) that people in four different 
age groups from Seoul, South Korea, spent on going to the cinema, restaurants and music 
concerts in 2014. 

Choose the correct words to complete the student’s report. Use the words in the box. 

 

18-25        40-55      amount           category              compared           highest            money  

Spent               total 

The bar chart shows how much South Koreans of different age groups spent on seeing movies, 
eating out and going to concerts in 2014. 

Overall, the _______________  amount of money was spent on going to restaurants (about $67 
million), _______________   with going to the cinema (about $40 million) and music concerts 
(also about $40 million). 

The _______________   age group spent the most on going to restaurants at about $22 million, 
while the _______________   age group spent the least with only $13 million. With a total 
_______________   of approximately $12 million, the 26−39 category had the highest spending 
on going to the cinema while the 56−80s spent the least _______________  , at around $8 
million.  
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Unit 3: Exercise 6  

The pie charts compare what male and female teenagers from Peru prefer to do in their 
free time. 

Look at the two charts. Choose the correct option to complete each statement. 

 

 

1. The most popular activities are using the internet for boys and  meeting friends/playing 
sport/reading/using the internet/watching TV  for girls. 

2. The least popular activities are meeting friends/playing sport/reading/using the 
internet/watching TV for boys and playing sport for girls. 

3. Girls and boys in Peru liked meeting friends/playing sport/reading/using the 
internet/watching TV  about the same with 20% for girls and 5% less for boys. 

4. The biggest difference was playing sport: 20% fewer/ 35% fewer  girls preferred playing 
sport than boys. 

5. Girls liked meeting friends/playing sport/reading/using the internet/watching TV  15% 
more than boys. 
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Unit 3: Exercise 7  

Some words or phrases can help you compare or add information in IELTS Writing Task 1. 

Look at the charts. Then read the student’s report and look at the words in bold. Complete the 
statements. 

 

 

It is clear that the most popular activity for boys was using the internet while for girls it was 
meeting friends. By contrast, the least favourite activity for boys was reading with only 10%. 
Similarly, the least favourite activity for girls was playing sport, also with a low percentage of 
5%. 

Using the internet was the favourite hobby for just under a third of boys whereas meeting friends 
was the favourite for more than a third of girls. Reading was not very popular with either boys or 
girls. 10% of the boys preferred to read and only 5% more of the girls. 

Girls and boys in Peru liked watching TV about the same. 20% of girls preferred watching TV 
and, in the same way, 15% of boys. The biggest difference was playing sport. 20% fewer girls 
than boys preferred it. 

 

1. Words and phrases used for comparing information: 

... while ...          ...  ___________  ...          By ___________  , ...          ... but 

...          However, ... 

2. Words or phrases used for adding information:  

___________  , ...          ...  also ...          ... in the ____________  way, ...          ... and ... 
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Unit 3: Exercise 8  Complete the sentences with the words in the box. 

By contrast, Heart of Darkness  is very short.      By contrast, my sister always eats in 
restaurants.             In the same way, about 65% of singers can read it. 

Similarly, my grandfather also skis every year.          whereas all the adults cried. 

whereas the worst thing is that it’s expensive.      while 65% voted against.   

while my least favourite are romantic comedies.   

1. 45% of yoga teachers voted in support  ___________________________________ 
2. My brother loves cooking. ___________________________________ 
3. The best thing about horse riding is that it’s fun 

___________________________________ 
4. My mother loves skiing. ___________________________________ 
5. Two thirds of guitar players can read music. ___________________________________ 
6.  My favourite movies are action films ___________________________________ 
7. All the children laughed  ___________________________________ 
8. War and Peace is a very long book.  ___________________________________ 

Unit 3: Exercise 9  

Put the words in the correct order to complete the sentences. 

25% voted against        65% of          voted in support        while          music teachers 

1. ___________  ___________   ___________  ___________  ___________   

My mother         loves swimming.         my father hates it          By contrast,  

2. ___________  ___________   ___________  ___________   

is that it's cold           about skiing           The best thing        the worst thing  

      is that it's exciting        whereas 

3. ___________  ___________   ___________  ___________  ___________  ___________   

a good cook        My sister loves cooking.          Similarly,         is also           my grandmother 

4. ___________  ___________   ___________  ___________  ___________   

In the same way,        of cat owners         don’t like dogs     One third of dog 

5. ___________  ___________   ___________  ___________  ___________  ___________   
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Unit 3: Exercise 1  

In this unit, you will learn about Section 4 of the IELTS Listening test and practise the skills you 
need to answer sentence completion questions.   

The exam task in this unit is about money. This is a common topic in IELTS, so it is a good idea 
to think about some vocabulary you might hear.   

Match the words in the box with the definitions.  

Cash          trade       coin        financial       valuable        exchange          payment         worth 

 

1. to give something to someone and receive something else from that person: 
__________ 

2. a small, round piece of metal that is used as money: _________ 
3. relating to money or how money is managed: ___________ 
4. having a particular value, especially in money: __________ 
5. an amount of money you give to someone, often for a product or service: __________ 
6. the activity of buying and selling products or services between people or countries: 

____________ 
7. to be worth a lot of money: _____________ 
8. money in the form of notes and coins, rather than a credit card: _____________ 

Unit 3: Exercise 2  

Complete the sentences. Use the words in the box. 

Cash       coin      exchange       financial         payments      trade           valuable        worth 

1. Historians believe that the first ___________  was invented over 2,800 years ago and was 
made of bronze. 

2. The Mona Lisa painting is believed to be _______________ over $780 million. 
3. Fewer people carry ________________  nowadays as more payments are being made 

electronically. 
4. Before money, many people used to ________________  food, like fruits and vegetables, 

for tools.  
5. A lot of antiques, like paintings and furniture, are extremely ________________ 

nowadays.  
6. Many students receive ______________  support from their families while studying at 

university. 

UNIT 3 LISTENING 
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7. The number of people making ________________  online is increasing every year. 
8. In the past, as groups of people began to explore new areas, ________________  between 

different cultures became more common.  

Unit 3: Exercise 3  

In this example of an IELTS Listening sentence completion task, you will listen to two students 
talking about the topic of finance in preparation for a lecture.   

Write one word to complete each sentence. 

The instructions for the IELTS Listening sentence completion task and short-answer 
questions are similar.   

Read the instructions carefully to find out exactly how many words you have to write and 
make sure that you spell each word correctly. 

 

Greg: Hi, Penny. How’s it going? 

Penny: Not bad, thanks, Greg. But I’m glad we’re meeting up. There’s lots for 
us to do before next week, I think. 

Greg: You’re right. What do you want to discuss first? 

Penny: Shall we start with next Friday’s lecture? 

Greg: Sounds good to me, Penny. 

Penny: OK. We need to do a bit of preparation for it. I mean, the tutor told us 
that we should do some background reading on money, didn’t she? 

Greg: Yes, but not money in general – only on its history. So starting from 
prehistoric times and ancient cultures – all the way up to the 21st century. 

Penny: That’s right. So we should start by looking at what people used before 
money was invented. 

Greg: OK, so before money I think it was all about trade. So, like, in prehistoric 
times, people probably exchanged all kinds of things – things that might have no 
value at all today, like colourful stones. 

Penny: But they were very valuable then, so people really wanted them. And 
I’m sure they gave each other useful things as well. Um, you know, like tools? 
Or food? For instance, maybe one person had a tool for hunting, and that was 

play.MP3  
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worth a lot to him, and he could exchange it with another person who had some 
meat or eggs or fruit. 

Greg: Yes, you’re probably right. And then when they did start to use money, 
maybe people used bronze to make their coins. Because it was a metal that was 
quite easy to use. 

Penny: Maybe, yes. Now, what was the name of the book that the tutor told us to 
read? I remember the first part of the title: The Financial …? 

Greg: The Financial World. 

Penny: Oh yes, that’s right. Shall I see if I can find a copy in the university 
library for us? 

Greg: OK, that’d be great, then we can … 

1. Greg and Penny agree to do some background reading on the history of ___________ . 
2. Greg says that before money, _____________ was very common.  
3. Greg says that in the past, bronze was probably used to make ____________ . 
4. The book Greg and Penny should read is called ‘The ____________  World’. 

Unit 3: Exercise 4  

Read the information. Then read the six extracts. Decide if each word in bold is an adjective, a 
verb, or a noun. Highlight the adjectives in green, the verbs in yellow, and the nouns in blue.  

In IELTS sentence completion tasks, it’s important to consider the form of the word you are 
expected to write. Before you listen, read the sentences carefully and try to identify the type 
of word. Often, it will be a noun, an adjective or a verb. Identifying the correct type of word 
will ensure that you write it in the correct form. 

1. So starting from prehistoric times and ancient cultures – all the way up to the 21st 
century. 

2. So we should start by looking at what people used before money was invented. 
3. OK, so before money I think it was all about trade. So, like, in prehistoric times, people 

probably exchanged all kinds of things – things that might have no value today. 
4. And I’m sure they gave each other useful things as well, you know, like tools. 
5. But they were very valuable then, so people really wanted them. 
6. Maybe people used bronze to make their coins. 
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Unit 3: Exercise 5  

Read the information. Then match the words and phrases in the box with the correct synonyms.  

 

In the IELTS Listening test, you might hear speakers use different words to those used in the 
sentences or questions. For example, a speaker might use a synonym (a word or phrase that 
has the same or similar meaning as another word or phrase). Understanding synonyms will 
help you to better follow a monologue and complete sentences with the correct word or 
phrase.  

 

began to use        circle         were made for            mostly         had the idea         produce         
very small            images 

Introduced ___________ 

Mainly ___________ 

Make ___________ 

Pictures ___________ 

Round ___________ 

Thought ___________ 

Tiny ___________ 

Were designed for ___________  
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Unit 3: Exercise 6  

Read the sentences. Choose the correct synonym for the words and phrases in bold. 

1. The UK introduced the two-pound coin in 1998. 

o began to use 
o created 
o made 

2. Before money, it was common for people to use food, such as rice, in exchange for tools. 

o Easy 
o Difficult 
o normal 

3. The line graph shows the number of people who worked in finance in the years between 
1990 and 2015. 

o Displays 
o Explains 
o includes 

4. According to recent figures, the company was valued at £25 million in 2015. 

o sold for 
o offered 
o worth 

5. Many countries in Europe started to produce paper money in the 17th century. 

o began to make 
o changed to 
o decided to use 

6. The five-yen coin, used in Japan, is round with a very small hole in the middle. 

o Square 
o Tiny 
o Very big 
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Unit 3: Exercise 7  

Read the information. Then read the extracts from a lecture on the history of money and choose 
the five phrases that signal the introduction of a new topic. 

Cues help you find the part of the recording you need to answer the questions and complete 
sentences, but you also need to follow the ideas the speakers talk about.   

You can do this by listening for signalling phrases. These are phrases that a speaker can use 
to:   

 introduce a new point or topic (e.g. We’ll start by …, But that wasn’t the only…) 
 make a point about the current topic (e.g. It should be noted that …) 
 give a definition or an explanation (e.g. In other words, …).  

 Well, we’ll start by thinking about the situation in prehistoric times. 
 It was in western Turkey, however, that the system of producing coins became more 

organised. 
 The only problem with these little tools is that they looked just like the real ones. 
 Now, about 3,000 years ago, there was an interesting development, and this happened in 

China. 
 This is a metal which is quite easy to use and to make large tools from. 
 It’s something that’s so easy to buy in the supermarket nowadays. 
 But that wasn’t the only big development in China. 
 What else was used instead of money in the distant past? 
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Unit 3: Exercise 8 

Listen to a lecture on the history of money. 

Put the signalling phrases for introducing new topics in the order you hear them. 

Announcer: You will hear a lecturer talking about the history of money. 

Lecturer: Hello and welcome to today’s lecture. As you might know already, 
in this session we’re going to be looking at the history of money – how it 
started out and how it’s changed over the centuries.     

Well, we’ll start by thinking about the situation in prehistoric times. At this 
time, people, of course, didn’t have money. If they could see that someone 
else had something they wanted, maybe some animal fur or some vegetables 
perhaps, they would offer that person something of their own – and one very 
common thing that people offered was salt. It’s something that’s so easy to 
buy in the supermarket nowadays, but in prehistoric times, it was very 
valuable indeed, so worth quite a bit if you wanted to exchange it for 
something.  

What else was used instead of money in the distant past? Later, when groups 
of people began to explore and come into contact with other groups, trade 
between different cultures became more common. For example, we know that 
ancient cultures in Europe started to exchange tools with each other – tools 
that they’d made – that would have been interesting to the other group. 
Typically, these would be tools that were designed for hunting, but more 
rarely they would trade weapons of war and other tools needed for fighting. 
These were the most important items for trade. 

Now, about 3,000 years ago, there was an interesting development, and this 
happened in China. At that time, one of the metals that was common there, in 
China, was bronze – and this is a metal which is quite easy to use and to make 
large tools from. But, of course, it’s not always convenient to carry large tools 
with you – just in case you want to buy some food, for example. So, some 
people started to produce very small models of some typical tools, in bronze. 
Then, if a person was interested in doing trade with someone else, he would 
use those instead of real ones. And this was a big step forward in the history 
of money because – like coins and cash and credit cards today – they had no 
real value themselves. The only problem with these little tools is that they 
looked just like the real ones, so they were sometimes sharp … a bit 
dangerous to have in your pocket. 

But that wasn’t the only big development in China. It was just a couple of 
centuries later, around 2,800 years ago, when the Chinese started to create 
something different, something that would be smaller and easier to make and 
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carry, something that was a lot safer and something they could give to each 
other as a kind of payment. In other words, coins. These early Chinese coins 
were small, flat circles of bronze, but with a square shape cut out of the 
centre. 

It was in western Turkey, however, that the system of producing coins became 
more organised. It was here – around 2,600 years ago, in a region called Lydia 
– that the city began to create coins that were stronger and would last 
longer and were always the same size. They were made partly of gold, but 
mainly of silver. And one important person that I have to mention is the King 
of Lydia – his name was King Alyattes. He thought that different coins should 
have different images to show that they had a different value. Again, this is a 
tradition that has continued until today. We know from our research that some 
of the coins had images of birds, and that others – although we don’t know 
whether they were worth less or more – had an image of a snake on them. I 
don’t think any modern coin has the same thing. Maybe you know differently. 

Anyway, after that, the Chinese were the first to use paper money and … 

 

But that wasn’t the only big development in China . 

It was in western Turkey, however, that the system of producing coins became more 
organised. 

Now, about 3,000 years ago, there was an interesting development, and this happened in 
China. 

Well, we’ll start by thinking about the situation in prehistoric times. 

What else was used instead of money in the distant past? 

 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  
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Unit 3: Exercise 9  

Complete the sentences. Write ONE WORD ONLY in each gap. 

Announcer: You will hear a lecturer talking about the history of money. 
 
Lecturer: Hello and welcome to today’s lecture. As you might know 
already, in this session we’re going to be looking at the history of money – 
how it started out and how it’s changed over the centuries.   
 
Well, we’ll start by thinking about the situation in prehistoric times. At this 
time, people, of course, didn’t have money. If they could see that someone 
else had something they wanted, maybe some animal fur or some 
vegetables perhaps, they would offer that person something of their own – 
and one very common thing that people offered was salt. It’s something 
that’s so easy to buy in the supermarket nowadays, but in prehistoric times, 
it was very valuable indeed, so worth quite a bit if you wanted to exchange 
it for something. 
 
What else was used instead of money in the distant past? Later, when 
groups of people began to explore and come into contact with other groups, 
trade between different cultures became more common. For example, we 
know that ancient cultures in Europe started to exchange tools with each 
other – tools that they’d made – that would have been interesting to the 
other group. Typically, these would be tools that were designed for 
hunting, but more rarely they would trade weapons of war and other tools 
needed for fighting. These were the most important items for trade. 
 
Now, about 3,000 years ago, there was an interesting development, and this 
happened in China. At that time, one of the metals that was common there, 
in China, was bronze – and this is a metal which is quite easy to use and to 
make large tools from. But, of course, it’s not always convenient to carry 
large tools with you – just in case you want to buy some food, for example. 
So, some people started to produce very small models of some typical 
tools, in bronze. Then, if a person was interested in doing trade with 
someone else, he would use those instead of real ones. And this was a big 
step forward in the history of money because – like coins and cash and 
credit cards today – they had no real value themselves. The only problem 
with these little tools is that they looked just like the real ones, so they 
were sometimes sharp … a bit dangerous to have in your pocket. 
 
But that wasn’t the only big development in China. It was just a couple of 
centuries later, around 2,800 years ago, when the Chinese started to create 
something different, something that would be smaller and easier to make 
and carry, something that was a lot safer and something they could give to 
each other as a kind of payment. In other words, coins. These early 
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Chinese coins were small, flat circles of bronze, but with a square shape 
cut out of the centre. 
 
It was in western Turkey, however, that the system of producing coins 
became more organised. It was here – around 2,600 years ago, in a region 
called Lydia – that the city began to create coins that were stronger and 
would last longer and were always the same size. They were made partly 
of gold, but mainly of silver. And one important person that I have to 
mention is the King of Lydia – his name was King Alyattes. He thought 
that different coins should have different images to show that they had a 
different value. Again, this is a tradition that has continued until today. We 
know from our research that some of the coins had images of birds, and 
that others – although we don’t know whether they were worth less or 
more – had an image of a snake on them. I don’t think any modern coin has 
the same thing. Maybe you know differently. 

Anyway, after that, the Chinese were the first to use paper  

 

1. People often exchanged vegetables for ______________  in prehistoric times 
2. In Ancient European cultures, tools that were used for ______________  were most 

important. 
3. Around 3,000 years ago, the Chinese began to make tiny _______________  of tools 

from bronze. 
4. China introduced coins that were round with a _______________  hole in the middle 

2,800 years ago. 
5. Coins were made mostly from ______________  in western Turkey. 
6. King Alyattes had the idea of putting pictures of birds and _______________  on coins. 
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Unit 3: Exercise 10 

Think about what you’ve learnt from doing this unit.   

Listen to the advice and complete the sentences with one word or a number. 

 

1. In Section _____________  of the IELTS Listening paper, you will 
hear one speaker talking about an academic subject. 

2. Read the sentence completion questions carefully to help you find 
words and phrases that might be cues and paraphrases 
____________  you listen. 

3. Words and phrases that you read in the question and also hear in the 
recording are _______________ . 

4. These words and phrases are often for ________________  or for 
times, dates and places. 

5. Words and phrases that express the ________________  ideas with 
different words are paraphrases. 

6. When the recording begins, listen for signalling phrases to help you 
understand when the speaker is starting to talk about a new 
______________  in the lecture. 
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Unit 3: Exercise 1 

Put the words in the correct order to complete the sentences. 

dream          job.          like to        talk about            my 

1. I would ___________   ___________  ___________  ___________  ___________   

Job         would       that       this        thought        suit me. 

2. I have always  ___________   ___________  ___________  ___________  ___________  
___________   

Well-paid         's          's more,          job.         it         a 

3. What  ___________   ___________  ___________  ___________  ___________  
___________   

A teacher.         You can become        before          necessary          study       's        to 

4. It  ___________   ___________  ___________  ___________  ___________  
___________  ___________   

Importantly,        have       work abroad.      To        'll          I          the opportunity 

5. Most  ___________   ___________  ___________  ___________  ___________  
___________  ___________   

That,       can         countries.         I       live and work         many        in      

6. Follwing  ___________   ___________  ___________  ___________  ___________  
___________  ___________   

Best         in the world.         Job        the        people         that it's         say 

7. Some   ___________   ___________  ___________  ___________  ___________  
___________  ___________   

Dream         to       become      is      job          teacher.          a 

8. My  ___________   ___________  ___________  ___________  ___________  
___________  ___________   

UNIT 3 SPEAKING 
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Unit 3: Exercise 2 

What have you learnt about grammatical range and accuracy in the IELTS Speaking test in this 
unit? Choose the correct answers. 

1. How much of the IELTS Speaking score is based on grammatical range and accuracy? 
o 25% 
o 50% 

2. Grammatical range means: 
o using a good variety of tenses, phrases and types of sentences. 
o using correct grammar. 

3. Grammatical accuracy means: 
o using a range of grammar. 
o not making mistakes. 

4. You can improve your grammatical range by: 
o using correct verb forms. 
o using a variety of phrases. 

5. You can improve your grammatical accuracy by: 
o using a variety of tenses. 
o correctly using articles and verbs. 

 

Unit 3: Exercise 3 

You are going to do IELTS Speaking Part 2. You will need some paper and a pencil. 

Record your answer. Play to hear your answer 

 

Describe a job you would like to have. 

You should say: 
             what the job is 
             what you know about that job 
             what study or training you would need to do so you can get that job 
and explain why you would like to have that job. 
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Unit 3: Exercise 1  

Complete the sentences. Use the words in the box. 

a chef       a doctor          a lawyer          a manager           a programmer          a soldier 

a teacher         a vet          an accountant         an engineer 
 

This person … 

1. looks after people who are ill or hurt:  ______________ 
2. designs or builds machines, equipment or roads, etc.: ______________ 
3. cooks food in a restaurant: ______________ 
4. protects his or her country: ______________ 
5. keeps information about money that a company or person receives, pays or owes: 

______________ 
6. gives people and businesses advice about the law: ______________ 
7. works in a school or college: ______________ 
8. produces computer programs: ______________ 
9. looks after sick animals: ______________ 
10. is responsible for a team of people or a project: ______________ 

Unit 3: Exercise 2  

Complete the sentences. Use the words in the box. 

Annoyed           boring           disappointed        disgusting         excited          exhausted 

Interested          surprised          terrifying             worrying 

9. I never did anything interesting in my old job. It was really ______________  . 
10.  I was very _________________  to hear about Maria’s new job. It sounds fascinating. 
11. My sister’s really _______________  about her new project at work. She can’t wait to 

start! 
12. It’s quite _______________  that so many young people are looking for jobs after they 

leave university. 
13.  I was _______________  when they didn't invite me for a job interview, but I'm sure I'll 

find a new job soon. 
14. James works as an engineer building very tall buildings. His work looks absolutely 

_____________ ! 
15. I was really ______________  when he cancelled the meeting and he didn’t even tell me. 
16. They treat their workers really badly. I think it’s ________________  . 

UNIT 3 VOCABULARY / GRAMMAR 
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17. I was _________________  when they offered me the job. I didn't think that I'd done very 
well in the interview. 

18. I had to work late today and now I’m absolutely _________________  . 

Unit 3: Exercise 3  

Choose the correct prepositions to complete the text. 

After I left school, I decided to go at/on/to university. I studied at/by/on university for three 
years. I did a degree for/in/of marketing. It was very interesting. I learnt all about/on/over  sales 
and marketing. When I graduated for/from/on university, I needed to get a job. I wanted to work 
as/by/for a large international company. I applied for/on/with  lots of jobs, but it was difficult 
because I didn’t have any experience. In the end, I got a job as/at/for a marketing assistant. It was 
a bit boring, but I was very good at/from/to my job. After a few years, I was offered a job as a 
marketing manager and was given an increase as/in/of salary. 

Unit 3: Exercise 4  

Match the explanations with the statements. 

 

I think it’s good – you’ve done a great job.           I want to thank you for it. 

I was worried, but now I’m not.          I'm confident. I think it'll be great. 

I'm frightened of him/her.            It makes me unhappy. 

I’m angry about them because they make my life difficult.       I’m extremely angry with her. 

I’m happy about them.           I’m worried about it.  

1. I’m grateful for your help. ___________________________________ 
2. I’m nervous about my exam. ___________________________________ 
3. I’m pleased with my results. ___________________________________ 
4. I’m furious with my sister. ___________________________________ 
5. I’m relieved that everything’s OK. ___________________________________ 
6. I’m impressed by your work. ___________________________________ 
7. I’m annoyed about the changes. ___________________________________ 
8. I’m upset about what you said. ___________________________________ 
9. I’m positive about the future. ___________________________________ 
10. I’m scared of my boss. ___________________________________ 
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Unit 3: Exercise 5  

Complete the text. Use the words in the box. 

College          evening classes        nursery school      postgraduate course      primary school 

private lessons       secondary school        training courses           university      work placement 

In my country, many very young children go to _________________  , but they don’t have to 
go. The first school you must go to is __________________  . This is for children aged five to 
eleven years old. Older children go to __________________  , where they have lots of 
homework and exams. Here, they study subjects like Geography, History and IT. Some children 
have _________________  , for example they might have extra English classes, which their 
parents pay for. Some people stop their education after secondary school, but many continue 
their education by going to __________________  . In my country, they usually study just a few 
subjects at college. 
You can study for a degree at __________________  . You need to do this if you want to 
become a teacher, a lawyer or an engineer, for example. Many university courses include a 
__________________  , where students spend a few months in a place of work and learn some 
practical skills. After graduating from university, some students stay at a university to do a 
____________________  . Education doesn’t stop when you leave school or university. Many 
people go to _________________ which they attend after a full day at work. You can also learn 
a lot at work by going on _______________  . For example, you might learn how to use new 
computer software or how to communicate with customers. 

Unit 3: Exercise 6  

Match the present results (present simple) with the past events (present perfect). 

They don’t go to work any more.         I have a degree. 

He can’t go to school this week.        Do you think I should accept it? 

He now works for a bank.           I can’t find it anywhere.  

Now she needs to find a job.              I can relax tonight. 

1. I’ve finished university.  
2. Andy’s found a new job.  
3. I’ve lost my school bag.  
4. They’ve offered me a better job.  
5. I’ve done all my homework.  
6. My grandparents have retired.  
7. Daniel’s broken his arm.  
8. Helena’s left school.  
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Unit 3: Exercise 7  

Complete the sentences. Use the past participle of the irregular verbs in brackets. 

1. He wasn’t very good when he started, but he’s _____________  (become) a very good 
teacher in the last few years. 

2. Have you _______________  (chose) a career yet? Do you know what you want to do 
when you leave school? 

3. I studied History for five years at school, but now I’ve ________________  (forget) 
almost everything. 

4. It’s been a very useful course and you’re a great teacher – you’ve __________________  
(teach) me a lot. 

5. I’ve __________________  (send) emails to lots of companies asking for a job, but 
nobody’s offered me one yet. 

6. Have you ________________  (be) on any training courses this year? 
7. I need to write a 10,000-word essay by the end of my course, but I’ve only 

_________________  (write) 2,500 words so far. 
8. I studied Business at university, but I’ve _______________  (learn) more in my first 

month at work than in three years at university. 
9. Sorry I haven’t finished the presentation yet. I haven’t ________________  (have) time. 
10. OK, so now that I’ve _______________  (show) you what to do, it’s your turn. 

 Unit 3: Exercise 8 

The words already, yet and just have slightly different meanings. 

 already = before now, or before a particular time in the past 
Example: 
I’ve already done it. 
= I did it in the past so I don’t need/plan to do it again. 
  

 yet = before now or before that time 
Example: 
I haven’t done it yet. 
= I didn’t do it in the past so I still need/plan to do it in the future. 
  

 just = a very short time ago 
Example: 
I’ve just done it. 
= I did it very recently (e.g. in the last few minutes). 
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A: Hey, I’ve  already/just/yet remembered. We need to hand in our essays tomorrow. Have you 
started writing yours just/yet ?  

B: Actually, I’ve just/yet  started. I started planning it half an hour ago. But I haven’t written 
anything already/just/yet . I’m still thinking about what to write. What about you? 

A: I started working on it at the weekend. I’ve  already/just/yet written about half of it, but 
there’s still a lot of work to do. 

B: Oh, that’s not so bad. And have you planned everything just/yet   ? 

A: No, I haven’t planned the end  already/just/yet . I mean, the first half’s good, but I don’t know 
what to write for the ending. What about you? 

B: I’ve just/yet    told you! I started half an hour ago! 

A: Oh, yes, sorry. And what about David? Has he started  just/yet     ? 

B: Started? He’s already/just/yet finished! He wrote the whole essay last weekend! 

  

Unit 3: Exercise 9  

Complete the sentences. Use the words in brackets with the present perfect. Use contractions 
where possible (e.g. haven’t). The first one has been done for you. 

1. My sister’s just started university – it’s her first week this week. (my sister / just / start) 
2. I’m really pleased. _____________________  all my exams. (I / pass) 
3. We finished our project over a month ago, but our teacher _____________________  . 

(not / check / it / yet) 
4. _________________________  to go to evening classes to learn how to write 

computer programs. (I / already / decide) 
5. Don’t worry.  __________________________  anybody your exam results. (I / not / tell) 
6. I think the job interview went well, but ____________________________  , so I don’t 

know if I’ve got the job or not. (they / not / contact / me / yet) 
7. Why are we doing this training course again? ___________________________________  

it three times! (we / already / do) 
8. I’m really worried. I think ______________________________________  my end-of-

course test. (I / fail) 
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Unit 3: Exercise 10 

Correct the questions. Use the present prefect. Use contractions where possible (e.g. hasn’t). 

8. You take all your exams yet? I’ve already finished mine. 
9. Where Lisa go? She was here a second ago. 
10. Anybody see my bag? I can’t find it. 
11. Why you not finish your report? I asked you to hand it in today. 
12. You hear the news? They’ve offered me a promotion! 
13. What you do to your hair? It looks terrible! 
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Unit 4: Exercise 1  

In this unit, you will answer IELTS Reading matching information questions and read a text 
called ‘How technology has changed the way we communicate’. 

What words and phrases do you already know for describing communication? 

Match the words and phrases with the definitions. 

Formal             interaction         online forum          relationship        social media                
social network      to get in touch         to keep in touch           to respond                      

7. to begin communicating with someone, for example, by email or telephone: 
___________________________ 

8. to continue communicating with someone, for example, by email or 
telephone:________________________ 

9. new information on a particular topic: ________________________ 
10. the different groups of people that you know: ____________________________ 
11. websites and computer programs that allow people to communicate on the 

internet:______________________ 
12. a time when two or more people communicate with or react to each other: 

_______________________ 
13.  to say or do something in reply to something that has been said or done earlier: 

____________________ 

14. describes language, clothes and behaviour which is used in important and serious events, 
for example a job interview: _______________________ 

15. a place on the internet where people can leave messages or discuss particular topics: 
__________________________ 

16. the way in which two or more people feel and behave towards each other: 
________________________ 

Unit 4: Exercise 2  

Read the information. Then match the phrases describing types of information with the words in 
bold in the statements. 

In an IELTS Reading matching information task, you will read a text and some statements 
about it. It is important to understand what types of information the statements need you to 
find. The types of information might be: 

 an example of / some examples of … 
 a comparison between … 
 a description of … 
 a reference to … 
 a prediction about … 

UNIT 4 READING 
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a comparison between         a description of        a prediction about         a reference to          
an example of   

1. Young students use Instagram far more than they use SnapChat. _____________ 
2. Digital devices will probably replace books in all UK schools by 2030. 

____________________ 
3. The new phone has a great camera and a clever feature which makes apps easy to use. 

_______________________ 
4. The first email message was sent in 1971. ______________________ 
5. There are many reasons why I stopped using social media, such as the huge amount of 

time it took up. ______________________ 
 

Unit 4: Exercise 3  

Read this paragraph from the text. What information does it contain? Choose the correct answer. 

How technology has changed the way we communicate 

Paragraph A 

It’s often impossible for teenagers to imagine that in the past we all had to make our social 
arrangements either face-to-face or using a telephone landline. Just 20 years ago, trying to 
organise a visit to the cinema meant that you had to call your friends at least a day in 
advance and hope they’d be home when you rang. If someone didn’t turn up, you could try to 
call them from a public telephone box. If their parents were home, you could leave a message, 
but your plans for the evening would probably be ruined. 

 

 The information in Paragraph A is: 

o a comparison between the advantages of old and new technology. 
o a description of the difficulties people used to have before they had mobile phones. 
o a reference to the way technology can make relationships better or worse. 
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Unit 4: Exercise 4  

Read the information. Then match the types of information with the sentences. 

When reading an IELTS Reading text, it is important to think about what type of information 
it covers. Other types of information could be: 

 a reason for ... 
 details of ... 
 a description of ... 
 a suggestion .. 

 

a description of            a reason for         a suggestion        details of 

1. Perhaps we should focus more on face-to-face communication than digital 
communication? _____________________ 

2. Fewer people are sending letters by post because stamps are very expensive nowadays. 
________________________ 

3.  Mervyn's YouTube channel had a huge number of followers. His videos were about his 
daily life in New York and where people could go to find the best R’n’B music in 
Manhattan. ________________________ 

4. 75% of teens in the 12–17 age group own mobile phones. Every month, girls send out 
approximately 3,952 messages, and boys send about 2,815. _______________________ 

Unit 4: Exercise 5  

Read the next paragraph. Then match the information statements (A–D) with the numbered parts 
of the paragraph (1–3). There is one information statement that you do not need. 

Paragraph B Nowadays, getting in touch is a lot easier. Almost every aspect of human 
communication has changed: we have email, text, Skype, Facebook and Instagram, and we are 
certainly busy using them to build and maintain our relationships. According to recent reports, 
the top social networks now each have more than a billion monthly active users. And keeping in 
touch isn’t just something we do in class or at work any more: we continue to communicate with 
friends, strangers, family and colleagues (1) while we’re on the train, in the living room and 
at the dinner table, for instance. One recent British study indicated that (2) 79% of teens even 
put their phone under their pillow so they can keep up-to-date with whatever is happening 
on social media day and night, and not miss out on updates. As for adults, a recent survey 
showed that (3) they now spend 20 to 28 hours a week on social media and have on average 
275 personal connections. However, in contrast, only 11% of these same people actually 
meet their social connections in an actual physical environment on a regular basis. 
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A a comparison between the time spent online with friends and time spent in real places 

B some examples of typical locations in which digital technology may be found 

C the reason why some young people feel the need to keep a digital device with them at all 
times 

D the suggestion that adults could learn about digital communication from their children 

 

1.  
2.  
3.  

Unit 4: Exercise 6  

Read the next paragraph. Then complete the matching information statements for the numbered 
parts of the paragraph. Use the words in the box 

Paragraph C  

Email is now one of the most common means of communication. At the moment, over 100 
billion emails are sent and received per day for business purposes. (1) This trend is expected to 
continue, and business email will account for over 132 billion emails sent and received per 
day two years from now. The number of letters which are sent through the post, however, has 
decreased dramatically. (2) A consequence of this is that many town and village post offices 
have closed. These were once places where a great deal of social interaction used to take 
place between local people. Now it is no longer possible for neighbours or workers in the 
area to meet up with each other like this, and older people in particular are often unhappy 
about this development. But certainly the advantages of email cannot be ignored: in the past, 
the post would only be delivered once or twice a day. If a letter was sent to an overseas 
destination, it could take months. Without doubt, email has made it easier to do business. 

 

a description             a prediction        community        form of communication 

1. ______________________  of how a particular _____________________ 
2. ______________________  of how the loss of a public service has affected the 

______________________ 
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Unit 4: Exercise 7 

Quickly skim read the next paragraphs. Then do the exercise. 

 

Paragraph D 

However, there are several downsides to this form of technology. Firstly, no one would disagree 
that email puts pressure on people to respond immediately as soon as they find a new message in 
their inbox. A recent French report says that anxiety and general tiredness has risen dramatically 
amongst office workers, largely because they carry their digital devices with them, feeling 
obliged to constantly check for new mail from clients. A further problem is how to write an 
email, especially when communicating with people we don’t know well. In the past, everyone 
knew that it was ‘correct’ to begin a letter ‘Dear Sir/Madam’ and end with ‘Yours faithfully’. 
Nowadays, these phrases often feel too formal. No one wants to give the wrong impression when 
writing an email, but without ‘rules’, this can easily happen. 

Paragraph E 

Another significant impact technology has had on methods of communication is in the field of 
education. Traditionally, if someone wanted to take a higher education course, they would have 
to travel to attend lessons on a university campus. Nowadays, it is possible to take a range of 
courses through distance learning, and the number of these is likely to rise in the next few years. 
What is the appeal of studying this way? Many online courses encourage students to take part in 
online forums and post comments about their learning experiences, reading assignments and 
projects. They must also comment on their classmates’ posts. In one way, this approach certainly 
appears to encourage communication. 

Paragraph F 

However, some surveys have found the opposite to be true. Because online students are 
physically separated, and indeed may never have met, they do not have the opportunity to build a 
good relationship. Students who come to campus regularly have the chance to get to know and 
support each other, and feel part of a community, so when they are asked to comment on the 
other person’s work, they can do this in ways they know the other person will appreciate. For 
example, some students prefer their peers to be direct in their criticism, whereas others might 
prefer a more sensitive approach. But when students are asked to comment on the work or 
opinions of people they have never met, they are often reluctant to do so. Interestingly, one of the 
main reasons why people give up studying on their online courses is that they miss the face-to-
face interaction with others. Certainly technology has made our lives more ‘convenient’ but 
perhaps also more complicated. There are many questions still to be answered about how we can 
and should use our modern digital tools to enable effective communication, an evolutionary skill 
that has been centuries in development. 
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Match the paragraphs with the general topics. Look at the text on page 1 again if you need to. 

 

5. the advantages of studying online 

o D 
o E 
o F 

6. problems that occur at work and in formal situations because of digital communication 

o D 
o E 
o F 

7. the disadvantages of studying online 

o D 
o E 
o F 

 

Unit 4: Exercise 8  

Read the paragraphs again, this time carefully. Then do the exercise. 

Paragraph D 

However, there are several downsides to this form of technology. Firstly, no one would disagree 
that email puts pressure on people to respond immediately as soon as they find a new message in 
their inbox. A recent French report says that anxiety and general tiredness has risen dramatically 
amongst office workers, largely because they carry their digital devices with them, feeling 
obliged to constantly check for new mail from clients. A further problem is how to write an 
email, especially when communicating with people we don’t know well. In the past, everyone 
knew that it was ‘correct’ to begin a letter ‘Dear Sir/Madam’ and end with ‘Yours faithfully’. 
Nowadays, these phrases often feel too formal. No one wants to give the wrong impression when 
writing an email, but without ‘rules’, this can easily happen. 
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Paragraph E Another significant impact technology has had on methods of communication is in 
the field of education. Traditionally, if someone wanted to take a higher education course, they 
would have to travel to attend lessons on a university campus. Nowadays, it is possible to take a 
range of courses through distance learning, and the number of these is likely to rise in the next 
few years. What is the appeal of studying this way? Many online courses encourage students to 
take part in online forums and post comments about their learning experiences, reading 
assignments and projects. They must also comment on their classmates’ posts. In one way, this 
approach certainly appears to encourage communication. 

Paragraph F However, some surveys have found the opposite to be true. Because online 
students are physically separated, and indeed may never have met, they do not have the 
opportunity to build a good relationship. Students who come to campus regularly have the 
chance to get to know and support each other, and feel part of a community, so when they are 
asked to comment on the other person’s work, they can do this in ways they know the other 
person will appreciate. For example, some students prefer their peers to be direct in their 
criticism, whereas others might prefer a more sensitive approach. But when students are asked to 
comment on the work or opinions of people they have never met, they are often reluctant to do 
so. Interestingly, one of the main reasons why people give up studying on their online courses is 
that they miss the face-to-face interaction with others. Certainly technology has made our lives 
more ‘convenient’ but perhaps also more complicated. There are many questions still to be 
answered about how we can and should use our modern digital tools to enable effective 
communication, an evolutionary skill that has been centuries in development. 

 

Which paragraph contains the following information? You may use any letter more than once. 
Read the text on page 1 again if you need to. 

1. a reason why some learners do not complete an academic programme 

o D 
o E 
o F 

2. a reason for an increase in levels of stress in employees 

o D 
o E 
o F 

3. a prediction about the way that an academic service might develop in the future 

o D 
o E 
o F 
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4. an example of a traditional practice in writing that people used to use more often 

o D 
o E 
o F 

5. a comparison between the ways that different people like to be given feedback on their 
work 

o D 
o E 
o F 

Unit 4: Exercise 9 

Think about what you’ve learnt in this unit. 

Complete the advice. Use the words in the box. 

a description of, a comparison            more than one statement      skim read the text 

references to, reasons or examples of            underline key words and phrases   

what type of information 

12. Before you look at the task, it is a good idea to ____________________________  to 
understand the main idea of each paragraph. 

13. Before you complete the task, _____________________________ in the matching 
information statements. 

14. The key words in matching information statements tell you 
_________________________________  you need. 

15. Some examples of key words in matching information statements are 
___________________________________ . 

16. Look carefully to see if any key words are plural, for example 
__________________________________ . 

17. Remember that sometimes a paragraph may match 
___________________________________  . 
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Unit 4: Exercise 1  

When a graph or chart appears in IELTS Writing Task 1, it will either compare data at the same 
point in time or show trends over a period of time. A trend is a general development or a change 
in a situation. 

Look at the graphs and charts. Then choose the correct descriptions. 

 

1. 

o This chart compares the number of 
visitors to five different holiday 
destinations in Mexico at the same 
point in time. 

o This chart shows the number of 
visitors to five different holiday 
destinations in Mexico over a period 
of time. 

 

2. 

o This graph compares the populations 
of five different cities in the world at 
the same time. 

o This graph compares the populations 
of five different cities in the world 
over a period of time. 

 

3. 

o This chart shows the numbers of 
different types of animal in the 
Maasai Mara National Reserve in 
Kenya at the same point in time. 

o This chart shows the numbers of 
different types of animal in the 
Maasai Mara National Reserve in 
Kenya over a period of time. 

UNIT 4 WRITING 
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4. 

o This chart compares the ages of the 
population of Ireland at the same 
point in time. 

o This chart compares the ages of the 
population of Ireland over a period 
of time. 
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Unit 4: Exercise 2  

Look at the graph. Then choose the correct answers to complete the statements. 

 

1. The population of Lagos increased by just under 4 million between 1970 and 
1980.  /decreased by just over 8 million between 1970 and 1980.  /stayed about the 
same between 1970 and 1980. 

2. The population of New York City  increased by just over 2 million between 1970 and 
1980.  /decreased by about 1 million between 1970 and 1980./ stayed about the same 
between 1970 and 1980. 

3. The population of Moscow increased by about 2 million between 1990 and 
2000.  /decreased by about 2 million between 1990 and 2000.  /stayed about the same 
between 1990 and 2000. 

4. The population of New York City increased by about 6 million between 1990 and 2010./ 
decreased by about 2 million between 1990 and 2010.  /stayed about the same 
between 1990 and 2010. 

5. The population of Tehran has increased by about 5 million between 1970 and now./ has 
decreased by about 2 million between 1970 and now.  /has stayed about the same 
between 1970 and now. 
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Unit 4: Exercise 3  

Look at the graph. Choose the correct verb forms to complete the sentences. 

 

1. The population of Moscow increased/has increased by about 2 million between 1990 and 
2000. 

2. The population of Tehran increased/has increased by approximately 5 million between 
1970 and the present time. 

3. Between 1975 and 1980 the number of people living in Lagos rose/has risen by nearly 3 
million. 

4. The population of Beijing at the present time  is/has been about 22 million. 

 

Unit 4: Exercise 4  

Put the words in the correct columns to complete the table. 

Decrease        drop         remain          rise         grown         increase          stay the same      fall 

 

 

go up go down no change 
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Unit 4: Exercise 5  

Complete the table below with the correct verb forms. 

Verb Past simple Present perfect 
Fall ____________ Has/have fallen 
drop dropped Has/have ____________ 
____________ decreased Has/have decreased 
Go down ___________ down Has gone down 
Rise rose Has/have ____________ 
grow ____________ Has/have grown 
____________ increased Has/have increased 

Unit 4: Exercise 6  

Look at the graph and read the student’s report. Then complete the report with the correct form 
of the verbs in brackets. 

 

The line graph compares the number of people living in five cities in the world between 1970 
and the present. 

On the whole, the population of these cities ______________  (grow) a lot since 1970. The 
number of residents in Lagos and Beijing _____________ (rise) the most, while the number in 
Moscow and Tehran ______________  (increase) too. 

In Lagos, the number of residents ______________  (rise) from about 1 million in 1970 to 2 
million in 1975, but since then the population _______________ (grow) quickly from 2 million 
in 1975 to 18 million at the present time. Similarly, the number of people living in Beijing also 
______________  (increase) from 8 million in 1970 to just under 20 million in 2010. 

By contrast, the population of New York City ______________  (stay) the same since 1970. 
During the 1970s it ______________  (fall) from 8 million to about 6.5 million. The number of 
residents then ______________  (remain) at about 7.5 million between 2000 and 2010, and since 
then it _______________  (grow) slowly to around 8 million people at the present time.  
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Unit 4: Exercise 7  

Choose the correct prepositions to complete the student’s report. 

 

 

 

The bar chart compares the different ages of people living in Ireland between 1980 and 2010. 

All in all, the size of the 25–54 age group increased the most about/over the period while the size 
of the two younger age groups decreased a little bit. The number of people in/to the two older 
age groups stayed about the same. 

The 25–54 age group grew from/over approximately a third of the population in 1980 to nearly 
half of the population in 2010. By contrast, the 0–14 age group fell from/in just over 25% in 
1980 from/to just under 20% in 2010. Similarly, the 15–24 age group dropped from just over 
20% of the population in 1980 to just over/under 10% of the population in 2010. 

The older two age groups did not increase or decrease much. The size of the 65 and over age 
group remained at/in about 12%, whereas the size of the 55–64 age group only fell from/under  
about 12% at/to about 10% of the population. 
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Unit 4: Exercise 8 

Read the information. Then look at the graph. Put the paragraphs in the correct order to complete 
the report. 

The report should have: 

 an introduction that includes 2 or 3 main features of the chart. 
 two paragraphs that provide details of the main features mentioned in the 

introduction. (The main features are the most important pieces of information on the 
chart.) 

 

The older two age groups did not increase or decrease much. The size of the 65 and over age 
group remained at about 12%, whereas the size of the 55 -64 age group only fell from about 
12% to about 10% of the population. 

The bar chart compares the different ages of people living in Ireland between 1980 and 2010. 

All in all, the size of the 25-54 age group increased the most over the period while the size of 
the two younger age groups decreased a little bit. The number of people in the two older age 
groups stayed about the same. 

By contrast, the 0-14 age group fell from just over 25% in 1980 to just under 20% in 2010. 
Similarly, the 15-24 age group dropped from just over 20% of the population in 1980 to just 
under 10% of the population in 2010. 

The 25-54 age group grew from approximately a third of the population in 1980 to nearly half 
of the population in 2010. 
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Unit 4: Exercise 9  

Look at the line graph. Then complete the statements with the phrases in the box. 

 

between 1980 and 1985.        each had more than 9 million visitors in 2015. 

from just over 4 million in 1980 to around 2 million in 2015. 

from just under 4 million in 1980 to just over 3 million in 2000. 

from just under 5 million in 1980 to around 9 million in 2015.      

over the thirty-five year period.  

with between approximately 8 and 9 million visitors each year. 

with no more than 4 million visitors each year. 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  
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1. The Egyptian Museum was the most popular, 

______________________________________________ 

2. The number of visitors to the Hermitage stayed about the same 

______________________________________________ 

3. The Egyptian Museum and the Tokyo National Museum 

______________________________________________ 

4. The number of visitors to the Hermitage fell 

______________________________________________ 

5. The number of visitors to the National Museum of Anthropology stayed the same 

______________________________________________ 

6. The number of visitors to the Tokyo National Museum increased 

______________________________________________ 

7. The least popular were the Hermitage and the National Museum of Anthropology, 

______________________________________________ 

8. The visitors to the National Museum of Anthropology decreased slowly 

______________________________________________ 
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Unit 4: Exercise 1  

In this unit, you will practise the skills you need to answer an IELTS Listening matching task 
and a map labelling task. The topic of this unit is visiting museums.   

Listen to two students talking about a trip to the Museum of Transport. Choose the correct 
answer. 

Announcer: You will hear two students, John and Denise, talking about a future 
trip to a Museum of Transport. 

John: Hi, Denise. Are you looking forward to our field trip to the Museum of 
Transport tomorrow? 

Denise: Yes, absolutely. I haven’t been there for ages.   

John: Well, I think they’ve added some new buildings in the last few years, and 
they’ve increased the number of exhibitions. Like, there’s a new section on space 
travel. 

Denise: Great. That’ll be interesting, I expect. Now, what activity did our tutor say 
we had to complete when we arrived at the Information Centre at the museum? 

John: Well, we’ve already got our timetables for the whole visit, so we don’t need 
to pick those up. 

Denise: Oh, I remember – we’re supposed to introduce ourselves to someone from 
the museum – the person who’s going to show us around the museum later on and 
talk to us about some of the exhibits. 

John: You’re right. That’s it. OK, well, we’d better do that first. Oh, and I saw on 
the website that they’ve got a great room full of maps, too. I’d like to see that if we 
have time. 

Denise: OK, so what other …? 

play.MP3  

What activity do the students need to complete at this location at the Museum of Transport? 

Location 
The Information Centre 

Activity 

o collect their timetable 
o get a map of the museum 
o meet their tour guide  

 

UNIT 4  LISTENING 
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Unit 4: Exercise 2  

Labelling maps is an important skill in the IELTS Listening test. It’s a good idea to familiarise 
yourself with key vocabulary that you might hear when labelling maps.   

Read and listen to the extract of John and Denise’s conversation. Choose the correct words and 
phrases you hear to complete the extract. 

Denise: Great. That’ll be interesting, I expect. Now, what activity did our tutor 
say we had to complete when we arrived at the Information Centre/ Welcome 
Hall/ Gift Shop at the museum? 
John: Well, we’ve already got our timetables/map/ brochure for the whole visit, 
so we don’t need to pick those up. 
Denise: Oh, I remember – we’re supposed to introduce ourselves to someone 
from the museum – the person who’s going to show us around the museum later 
on and talk to us about some of the displays/ paintings/ exhibits. 

John: You’re right. That’s it. OK, well, we’d better do that first. 

play.MP3  

Unit 4: Exercise 3  

Read the information. Then listen to the next part of the conversation between John and Denise 
and answer the question. 

In the IELTS Listening matching task, you have to listen carefully to understand the details of 
a conversation between two people.   

As in other parts of the IELTS test, it is important to recognise synonyms (words that have 
similar meanings, e.g. art show and exhibition), paraphrases (different ways of expressing 
the same or a similar idea) and summaries (short words or phrases that describe something 
longer and more complex, e.g. Why don't we go to the museum tomorrow?, which can be 
summarised as a suggestion). 

John: … to see that if we have time. 

Denise: OK, so what other activities do we have to complete? 

John: Well, we have to visit the Space Travel building, right? 

Denise: Yes, I’m looking forward to seeing some of the engine designs. I saw a 
great documentary on TV recently about how engine design has really 
progressed over the last 30 years and it really got me interested. 

John: Hm, OK, that sounds cool. Anyway, I think that what we have to do is 
pick up a worksheet from the tour guide and answer a lot of questions about the 
different engines and the space missions they were used for. 

play.MP3  
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1. The Space Travel building 

o A do an interview 
o B watch a short film 
o C do a quiz 
o D  listen to a recording 
o E  learn to use some equipment  

 

Unit 4: Exercise 4  

Listen to the rest of the conversation. Which activity (A–E) do the students need to complete at 
the Trains and Travel room, Central Hall and ‘Going Second Class’ room at the Museum of 
Transport?   

Write the correct letter (A, B, D or E) next to the locations (2–4). 

 

Denise: … need to look at in that building. We’ll have to allow ourselves 
enough time to read it all. 

John: OK, maybe we should do that first, then. 

Denise: And then there’s the Trains and Travel room. 

John: Yes, what do we need to do there? 

Denise: Well, I think that on a Tuesday – that’s the day we’re going – some 
people who used to work as engineers for the railway line come and spend a 
few hours at the museum talking to people. So I think the idea is that we 
prepare a list of questions for them and talk to them and find out about their 
lives and the job they used to do. 

John: That’s great. Do you think we'll be allowed to film them? The 
engineers, I mean? I could record them on my phone and we could listen to 
it later – maybe even play it back to the class! 

play.MP3  

Denise: Yes, so there’ll be quite a bit of information we need to look for in that 
building. We’ll have to allow ourselves enough time to read it all. 

John: OK, maybe we should do that first, then. 
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Denise: That's a good idea, but I don't know if we can do that. I'll email the 
museum later and try to find out. 

John: Would you? That’d be great, Denise, thanks. I’m sure we’ll hear some 
pretty interesting stories about ‘the old days’ from them. 

Denise: Yes, and how things have changed. Now, what about the Central 
Hall. What’s the activity there? 

John: Let me see. I made some notes when the tutor was talking to us about 
it. OK, here it is. There’s a large screen somewhere in the hall that the 
museum’s got to show a short documentary about the way the city started off 
in the 19th century – how it was built by the first people who came to live 
here. 

Denise: OK, great. Let’s make sure we watch that when there’s not too 
many people around – I want to make sure I can hear it properly.   

John: Alright. And there’s another location that the tutor said was part of 
the tour. The ‘Going Second Class’ room. 

Denise: What can we see in that room? 

John: Well, I had a look on the website. It’s part of an exhibition about 
travelling by ship – when people went on really long voyages and they were 
at sea for weeks, sometimes even months. 

Denise: So I suppose that ‘Going Second Class’ is about the people who 
bought the cheaper tickets? 

John: That’s right. If you were rich, you could have a nice room all to 
yourself on the ship. But for many passengers, they all slept in the same 
space full of lots of beds. 

Denise: And lots of noise!   

John: So, in the ‘Going Second Class’ room, I think they’ve made it look 
exactly like the area where those people had to sleep – and there’s a lot of 
headphones in there, and you can use them to listen to people talking about 
their memories of travelling like this. 

Denise: I guess we should take some notes, then. We might be able to use 
them for our assignment next week. 

John: Good idea. OK, is there anything else …? 
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A do an interview 
B watch a short film 
C do a quiz 
D listen to a recording 
E learn to use some equipment 

 

2. Trains and Travel room _______ 
3. Central Hall _______ 
4. ‘Going Second Class’ room ________ 

Unit 4: Exercise 5  

Read the information. Then read the extracts from the conversation and look at the underlined 
phrases, the correct answers and the distractors. Decide if the underlined phrases are essential 
information (that leads to the correct answer) or distracting information (that links to the 
distractors). Highlight the essential information in blue and the distracting information in red. 

 

In the IELTS Listening test, you will often hear words or phrases that distract you from the 
correct option.   

Example: John says:   

Do you think we’ll be allowed to film them? The engineers, I mean? I could record them on 
my phone and we could listen to it later.   

A do an interview  
B watch a short film  
C do a quiz  
D listen to a recording  
E learn to use some equipment   

The underlined phrases seem to match with option B watch a short film (be allowed to film 
them) or D listen to a recording (I could record them… we could listen to it later). However, 
in the next line of the conversation, Denise says:   

That’s a good idea, but I don’t know if we can do that.   

Therefore, B watch a short film and D listen to a recording are incorrect answers or 
distractors.     

It’s important to listen to the whole conversation to identify words or phrases that lead you to 
the correct answer (essential information) or to an incorrect answer (distracting information).  
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1 
Correct answer A do an interview 
Distractors B watch a short film 

D listen to the recording 

 Denise: Well, I think that on a Tuesday – that’s the day we’re going – some people who used to 
work as engineers for the railway line come and spend a few hours at the museum talking to 
people. So I think the idea is that we prepare a list of questions for them and talk to them and 
find out about their lives and the job they used to do. 
John: That’s great. Do you think we'll be allowed to film them? The engineers I mean? I could 
record them on my phone and we could listen to it later – maybe even play it back to the class!  
Denise: That's a good idea, but I don’t know if we can do that. I'll email the museum later and 
try to find out. 

2 
Correct answer C do a quiz 
Distractors B watch a short film 

Denise: OK, so what other activities do we have to complete? 
John: Well, we have to visit the Space Travel building, right?  
Denise: Yes, I’m looking forward to seeing some of the engine designs. I saw a great 
documentary on TV recently about how engine design has really progressed over the last 30 
years and it really got me interested.  
John: OK, that sounds cool. Anyway, I think that what we have to do is pick up a worksheet 
from the tour guide and answer a lot of questions about the different engines and the space 
missions they were used for. 

2 
Correct answer A meet their tour guide 
Distractors C collect their timetable 

Denise: Great. That’ll be interesting, I expect. Now, what activity did our tutor say we had to 
complete when we arrived at the Information Centre at the museum?  
John: Well, we’ve already got our timetables for the whole visit, so we don’t need to pick 
those up. 
Denise: Oh, I remember – we’re supposed to introduce ourselves to someone from the 
museum – the person who’s going to show us around the museum later on and talk to us about 
some of the exhibits. 
John: You’re right. That’s it. OK, well, we’d better do that first. 
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Unit 4: Exercise 6  

Read the information below. Then look at the map of the Museum of Transport and listen to 
three different speakers giving directions to the Space Travel building.   

What is the starting point for each speaker? Are they talking about a present or a future visit? 
Write the starting point and either Present or Future for each speaker. 

In IELTS Listening Section 2, you will hear just one speaker giving information on a topic 
connected to everyday life. For example, you may hear some instructions on how to use a 
machine safely, or some information about different parts of a building and what activities 
you can do in those places. 
 
When you have a map, the first thing to do is orientate yourself. This means you have to 
listen carefully to understand which part of the map the speaker is talking about at the 
beginning of the recording. The speaker may be giving information to people who are already 
in the location on the map, or they may be talking to people who are going to visit the 
location in the future. 

Announcer: Speaker one 
Speaker 1 (Tour guide): OK, to get from here, the Welcome Hall, to the 
Space Travel building, take the door on the right. When you get into the next 
room, you’ll see it has two doors – you want the one on your left. Go 
through there, and through the corridor into the long, narrow room opposite, 
and then take the first door on your right. And you’ll see that you’re outside 
the Space Travel building. 
 
Announcer: Speaker two 
Speaker 2: … so I hope you're all feeling better now after the tea and cake – 
I know I am! OK, then let’s see. For those of you who want to see the Space 
Travel building first, it’s very easy. When you go out of here, you’ll see the 
Welcome Hall on your left. Don’t go that way, just turn right – towards the 
gardens – and then left and there it is – the Space Travel building will be 
right in front of you. 
 
Announcer: Speaker three 
Speaker 3: … OK, so the bus will get us to the Museum of Transport for 
about ten o’clock in the morning and we’re going to be arriving at the back 
car park. So that means we’re going to go to the Museum Shop first. If you 
want to see the new exhibition in the Space Travel building, you’ll have to 
go out of the shop and into the Central Hall first, and then go through the 
door that is immediately on your left. You’ll see two small rooms on your 
right and the Trains and Travel room in front of you. Turn right outside the 
Trains and Travel room and go through the narrow corridor in front of you – 
that’s the one that goes between the two long rooms – and then you’re 
outside. Then turn right and walk past the L-shaped building until you get to 
the Space Travel building. 

play.MP3  
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Speaker 1 

1. Starting point? ______________ 

2. Time of visit? ______________ 

Speaker 2 

3. Starting point? ______________ 

4. Time of visit? ______________ 

Speaker 3 

5. Starting point? ______________ 

6. Time of visit?  ______________ 
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Unit 4: Exercise 7  

Look at the map. Then listen to the tour guide at the Museum of Transport. Choose the correct 
answers. 

Tour guide: 

OK, to get from here, the Welcome Hall, to the Space Travel building, take 
the door on the right. When you get into the next room, you’ll see it has two 
doors – you want the one on your left. Go through there, and through the 
corridor into the long, narrow room opposite, and then take the first door on 
your right. And you’ll see that you’re outside the Space Travel building. 

For Trains and Travel, from the Welcome Hall, go into the Central Hall, and 
then straight ahead through the opposite door. You’ll see that the Museum 
Shop is on your left. Go past that, and the two small rooms on your right, 
and then you’re in front of the Trains and Travel room. It’s one of the larger 
rooms in the museum, as it actually contains some carriages from old trains. 

play.MP3  
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1. The tour guide always mentions the name of a room or building before she gives 
directions for them. 

o True 
o False 

2. The tour guide starts from a different place on the map when she gives directions for the 
Space Travel building and for Trains and Travel. 

o True 
o False 

3. You can see some names of buildings and rooms on the map that you can also hear in the 
recording. 

o True 
o False 

4. The tour guide also talks about size and shape when she gives directions. 

o True 
o False 
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Unit 4: Exercise 8 

For the IELTS map labelling task, it is a good idea to learn words and phrases for giving 
directions and instructions.   

Read and listen to the tour guide giving directions to three locations. Complete the directions 
with the correct word or phrase you hear. 

OK, I’m going to tell you where some of the important rooms in the museum 
are. We’ll start with the ‘Car Collection’ room. So we’re here in the Welcome 
Hall, _________________  the Central Hall. You need to go through the door 
over there on the right. That’ll take you to the room that ________________ 
to the café, but don’t go that way – take the other door instead. Go across the 
corridor and then you’ll enter a long, _________________  room. Walk all 
the way through this room, through the corridor and into the next one. That’s 
where you’ll find our collection of cars.   

Alright, you’ll also be visiting the exhibition called ‘Going Second Class’. Let 
me explain how to find it. From here, the Welcome Hall, go _____________  
into the Central Hall, and then head for the door on the left on the 
_______________  side of the hall. Go through the door that leads outside – 
and then you’ll see a row of three buildings. When you’re facing the 
buildings, the middle building will be directly ________________  you, and 
you want the one on the left of it.   

Alright, what about the ‘Fashion and Travel’ room? There are a couple of 
ways to get there, but I suggest you leave here, the Welcome Hall, and go into 
the Central Hall. _________________  left, but don’t go all the way to the 
end. You want the door on your right, as you’re facing the western exit. 
That’ll _________________  the ‘Fashion and Travel’ room.  

 

play.MP3  
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Unit 4: Exercise 9  

Listen to the tour guide. Choose the correct letters (A–L) from the map for each of the three 
rooms. 

 

Tour guide: 
The building called ‘Crossing New Horizons’ contains many types of boat 
from different countries. What you need to do is walk straight ahead from 
the Welcome Hall into the Central Hall. From there, you want to head out 
of the exit that you can see in the right corner of the north wall. That’ll take 
you into a long, narrow corridor with two small rooms on the left-hand 
side. Opposite those is a door that leads into a long room. Walk straight 
across to the door on the far side and that leads out to the ‘New Horizons’ 
building. It’s an L-shaped building. You can’t miss it. 

Now, we have a new exhibition of some very old maps. It’s really worth a 
look. So to get to the Map room, the easiest route would be to leave the 
Welcome Hall and go through the Central Hall. You’ll see the Museum 
Shop on your left, and a couple of small rooms on your right. It’s the little 
room that’s nearest to ‘Trains and Travel’ that you want for the maps.  

The room called ‘Explorers’ is definitely somewhere you should spend 
some time in. From here, the Welcome Hall, go through into the Central 
Hall and then walk towards the door furthest to the left on the north wall. 
Go through that door and walk all the way to the door on the other side – 
you pass the Museum Shop on your right as you go through. Just walk 
across the corridor and you'll see the sign for ‘Explorers’ room right over 
the door. Not only does it contain some fascinating information about the 
men and women who first explored this country, but it also has a great 
view of the park. OK, does anyone … 

play.MP3  
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1. Crossing New Horizons building 

o A 
o B 
o C 
o D 
o E 
o F 
o G 
o H 
o I 
o J 
o K 
o L 

 

2. Map room 

o A 
o B 
o C 
o D 
o E 
o F 
o G 
o H 
o I 
o J 
o K 
o L 

3. Explorers room 

o A 
o B 
o C 
o D 
o E 
o F 
o G 
o H 
o I 
o J 
o K 
o L 
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Unit 4: Exercise 10 

Think about what you’ve learnt from doing this unit. 

Complete the advice. Use the words in the box. 

an everyday      difference        only one speaker        orientate           shapes and sizes       
synonyms  

Matching listening tasks 

1. Remember that there will be a _____________________  between the language in the 
recording  and the language in the options.  

2. It’s a good idea to think about _____________________  , for example quiz and 
questionnaire. 

Plan/map/diagram labelling tasks 

3. For maps, remember to  ______________________  yourself to the starting point, as all 
directions will  be given from this place. 

4. It’s a good idea to learn words that are used for directions and words for describing 
_____________________  . 

Section 2 of the IELTS Listening test 

5. You will hear _______________________  giving a talk. 
6. The topic of the talk will be _________________________  situation.  
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Unit 4: Exercise 1  

25% of your score in the IELTS Speaking test is for lexical resource. Lexical resource means 
using a good range of vocabulary. 

You can improve your lexical resource by building your vocabulary on IELTS topics. Use the 
words in the box to complete the student’s notes. Then watch the video and check your answers. 

Describe what you like to have for breakfast in the morning. 

You should say: 

      what you like to eat and drink for breakfast 

      how you prepare these things 

     whether you think this is a healthy breakfast 

and explain why you like to eat and drink these things. 

 

play.MP4  

what you like to eat and drink for breakfast 

orange or apple _____________ 

scrambled ____________ 

beans and  ____________ 

how you prepare these things 

I will cook English ___________  with my parents. 

I will find a ____________ to learn how to cook it. 

whether you think this is a healthy breakfast 

Orange juice gives us _____________  C . 

It gives me a lot of ______________  . 

 

Breakfast      eat      eggs       energy         juice        lives       recipe 

Sausage         vitamin 

UNIT 4  SPEAKING 
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explain why you like to eat and drink these things 

This kind of breakfast is important in our ______________ . 

I like to ______________  this breakfast because I enjoy it.  

 

Unit 4: Exercise 2  

In IELTS Speaking Part 2 you will speak about your personal experience of a topic. Then, in Part 
3, the examiner will ask you about your general opinions on the same topic. 

Look at a student’s answers and decide if each one describes a personal experience (for Part 2) or 
a general opinion (for Part 3). 

1. We should eat healthier food because we need healthy bodies to work and study. This is 
personal experience for Part 2./ This is a general opinion for Part 3. 

2. In my country, we eat noodles and rice for breakfast. This is personal experience for Part 
2./ This is a general opinion for Part 3. 

3. I think that buying fast food is often easier than cooking for yourself. This is personal 
experience for Part 2./ This is a general opinion for Part 3. 

4. I think governments should give people more advice about healthy food. This is personal 
experience for Part 2./ This is a general opinion for Part 3. 

5. I think I have a recipe to show me how to cook it. This is personal experience for Part 2./ 
This is a general opinion for Part 3. 

6. No, I don’t think so, because it is now more expensive to import food from foreign 
countries. This is personal experience for Part 2./ This is a general opinion for Part 3. 

7. I think we’re healthier than in the past because nowadays we concentrate on the 
ingredients in meals. This is personal experience for Part 2./ This is a general opinion for 
Part 3. 

8. I don’t like milk. I just drink it because it’s healthy. This is personal experience for Part 
2./ This is a general opinion for Part 3. 

9. Yes, I think so, because nowadays we are unhealthy because of fast food. This is personal 
experience for Part 2./ This is a general opinion for Part 3. 

10. In the morning, I like to have eggs, juice and toast. This is personal experience for Part 
2./ This is a general opinion for Part 3. 
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Unit 4: Exercise 3  

Read the IELTS Speaking Part 3 questions and answers. Highlight the words that the student 
uses to paraphrase the examiner’s words in bold. 

Another way that you can improve your lexical resource in the IELTS Speaking test is by 
paraphrasing so that you do not repeat the exact words that the examiner has used. 
Paraphrasing means saying the same thing but in a different way. 

Highligh 

1. Examiner: Do you think it’s easy to buy many types of food in your country? 

Student: Yes, there is definitely a wide variety of things to eat where I am from. 

2. Examiner: Some people say it’s better to eat mostly local food rather than food imported 
from other countries. Do you agree? 

Student: Yes, I think it is important to buy food that was grown near where you live. 

3. Examiner: Do you think that your country’s traditional food might disappear in the future? 

Student: No, it simply isn’t possible that people would stop eating what we have always eaten 
where I am from.4 

4. Examiner: Do you think that the food people eat in your country now is better than the food 
that they ate in the past? 

Student: No, I don’t. I think what people used to eat was healthier. 

5. Examiner: What are the reasons why unhealthy food is so popular in many countries these 
days? 

Student: I think there are several reasons why people like eating things that are bad for them. 
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Unit 4: Exercise 4  

Read the information. Then watch the videos of students doing the IELTS Speaking test. Replace 
‘I think’ with an alternative phrase using the verbs in brackets. 

In IELTS Speaking Part 3 you should find different ways of saying phrases like I think 
instead of repeating yourself. You could say I suppose, I believe, It seems to me or As far as I 
can see. 

 

1. I think it’s because unhealthy food is faster than local food. (believe) 
1.MP4  

2. I think it’s better than the past because nowadays we concentrate on the 
ingredients in the meals. (suppose) 

2.MP4  
3. I think, we should … governments should have more advisers for healthy 
food. (see) 

3.MP4  

4. I think it’s easy to buy it because Hong Kong is an international city. (seem) 
4.MP4  

 

Unit 4: Exercise 5 

In IELTS Speaking Part 3 you can use and, but, so, and because to help explain your opinions. 

Read the information, then complete the sentences. Use the words in the box. 

Use and to join two ideas that are similar. (e.g. I like coffee and tea.) 

Use but to join one idea that is different from another idea. (e.g. I like apple juice but not 
orange juice.) 

Use so to join one idea that is the result of another idea. (e.g. I want to be healthier, so I’m 
eating more fruit.) 

Use because to join one idea with the reason for another idea. (e.g. I am going to a restaurant 
on Saturday because it’s my friend’s birthday.) 
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And          because          because            but       so 

1. Sugar causes a lot of health problems, ___________ people should eat fewer things that 
contain sugar. 

2. In my country, it’s easy to have a healthy diet _____________  we grow a lot of fruit and 
vegetables. 

3. Fast food is unhealthy ____________  it’s tasty and cheap. 
4. One reason I like fruit is that it tastes nice ___________  another reason is because it’s 

healthy. 
5. People drink a lot of water in the summer _____________  it’s very hot. 

Unit 4: Exercise 6 

Watch the video of a student doing IELTS Speaking Part 3. Listen and complete the examiner’s 
questions. 

1. Examiner: OK, we’ve been talking about food and drink and I’d like to 
discuss with you one or two more general questions related to this. So let’s 
consider, first of all, local and ______________  food. Do you think it’s easy to 
buy many types of food in your country? 

2. Examiner: Some people say it’s better though to eat mostly _____________ 
food rather than food imported from other countries. Do you agree? 

3. Examiner: Do you think it’s _____________  ? Why? 

4. Examiner: Do you think though that your country’s _____________  food 
might disappear in the future? 

5. Examiner: OK, let’s think about food ____________  and healthy food. Do 
you think that the food people eat in your country now is better than the food 
that they ate in the past? 

6. Examiner: What are the reasons why ______________  food is so popular 
in many countries these days? 

7. Examiner: Do you think that governments should make laws which 
encourage people to eat healthy ________________  and avoid unhealthy 
food? 

8. Examiner: Do you think people would obey the rules, the government rules, 
about ______________  food? 

  

play.MP4  
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Unit 4: Exercise 7 

There is one mistake in each of the student’s answers. Find the mistakes and correct them. 

1. Examiner: Do you think it’s easy to buy many types of food in your country? 
Student: Yes, I think is easy to buy international food in Hong Kong. 

2. Examiner: Do you like international food? 
Student: I prefer eat local food from my country 

3. Examiner: Do you think though that your country’s traditional food might disappear in the 
future? 
Student: As far I as can see, it’s possible, but unlikely. 

4. Examiner: Why is unhealthy food so popular in many countries these days? 
Student: Unhealthy food is usually faster food, which is often cheap and easy to buy. 

5. Examiner: Do you think that the food people eat in your country now is better than the food 
that they ate in the past? 
Student: Personally, I thinking that it’s better nowadays. 
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Unit 4: Exercise 1  

Put the words in the correct categories to complete the table. 

Lemonade        chicken        yoghurt         juice       bread         milkshake        chilli       salad 

Cheese         basil          cabbage          rice         lamb         salt and pepper      onion        beef 

Butter         carrot 

 

side dishes 

(= food that you eat along 
with the main course) 

soft drinks vegetables 

   

   

   

 

Unit 4: Exercise 2  

Complete the definitions. Use the sentence endings in the box. 

you cook it at a temperature below boiling.       you cook it for too long and it goes black. 

you cook it in an oven.       you cook it in hot oil or fat.       you cook it under a very hot place. 

you cook them in an oven, using a little oil or fat.         you cut it into long, thin pieces. 

you cook them in water that is boiling (= very hot).      you cut them into pieces with a knife. 

  you put it on plates so that people can eat it. 

dairy products 

(= foods made from milk) 

herbs and spices 

(= food that gives strong 
flavours to other food) 

meat 

   

   

   

UNIT 4  VOCABULARY / GRAMMAR 
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1. When you chop vegetables, __________________________________ 
2. When you boil potatoes, __________________________________ 
3. When you fry meat, __________________________________ 
4. When you simmer soup,  __________________________________ 
5.  When you burn toast, __________________________________ 
6. When you slice cheese, __________________________________ 
7. When you bake a cake,  __________________________________ 
8. When you roast potatoes, __________________________________  
9. When you serve a meal,  __________________________________ 
10. When you serve a meal, __________________________________  

Unit 4: Exercise 3  

Complete the descriptions. Use the words in the box. 

Crockery           cutlery       frying pan        kettle       napkin            saucepan       scales 

serving dish          tin opener             utensils 

1. A _____________ is a wide pan that you use to fry food in. 
2. The general name for knives, forks and spoons is ______________ . 
3. A ______________ is a small piece of cloth or paper used while you’re eating to protect 

your clothes or clean your mouth or fingers. 
4. The general name for cups, plates, bowls, etc. is _________________ . 
5. A _____________ is something that you use to open tins of food. 
6. A _____________ is a deep pan that you use for cooking vegetables or pasta in water. 
7. You can use _______________ to weigh ingredients. 
8. A _____________ is a bowl where you keep food before you put it onto plates. 
9. The general name for wooden spoons, kitchen knives and other things that help you cook 

is kitchen _________________  . 
10. You can use a _________________ You can use a  

Unit 4: Exercise 4  

Complete the sentences. Use the adjectives in the box. 

Bland          delicious           disgusting      hot      mild            raw          salty        savoury 

Spicy          sweet 

1. I love ______________  food. It’s hot and has lots of strong flavours. 
2. I prefer _______________ food. It still tastes good, but it’s not hot and the flavours 

aren’t very strong. 
3. _______________  pies, like apple pie, are popular in many countries. 
4. _______________  pies, like meat pie, are also popular in some countries. 
5. I don’t like ________________ chilli. It’s too strong for me. 
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6. This meal is _______________  . It tastes really nice. 
7. I don’t like mashed potato. It’s so _______________  and doesn’t really taste of 

anything. 
8. These carrots are very _______________ . There’s too much salt on them. 
9. This meat is still _______________ ! Please cook it a bit longer. 
10. The meal was ________________  . It tasted horrible! 

 

Unit 4: Exercise 5  

Choose the best words to complete the conversation. 

A: Come in! Dinner’s nearly cooking/made/ready . 

B: Oh, great. It feels/smells/tastes lovely. What is it? 

A: It’s Jollof rice. It’s a traditional dish/meal/plate from West Africa. 

B: Oh, right. So what’s it made of/on/to ? 

A: Well, the main course/ingredient/recipe is rice. 

B: OK. What else is from/in/with  it? 

A: Well, it also contains/ holds/involves  fried onions and tomatoes. Plus lots of spices like chilli 
and pepper to give it a strong appetite/colour/flavour  . Would you like to fry/test/try  it? 

B: Yes, please. Oh, that is nice. It looks/tastes/seems delicious. 

 

Unit 4: Exercise 6  

 

Read the information. Then read the sentences and choose the correct answers. 

 

Countable nouns:  
Things that you can count, e.g. one book, two books; one person, two people. 

Uncountable nouns:  
Things that we don’t normally count, e.g. water, fun. 
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1. I went to the shop and bought two ice creams, one for me and one for you. 

o In this sentence, ‘ice cream’ is 
o Countable 
o Uncountable 

2. For dessert, we’ve got ice cream. 

o In this sentence, ‘ice cream’ is 
o Countable 
o uncountable 

3. In my family, we often have pizza for dinner. It’s our favourite meal. 

o In this sentence, ‘pizza is 
o Countable 
o uncountable 

4. I ordered a takeaway pizza, but when it arrived, it was really small. 

o In this sentence, ‘pizza is 
o Countable 
o uncountable 

5. Would you like a chocolate? 

o In this sentence, ‘chocolate’ is 
o Countable 
o uncountable 

6. I never eat chocolate. It’s too sweet for me. 

o In this sentence, ‘chocolate’ is 
o Countable 
o uncountable 

7. Could we have three coffees, please? 

o In this sentence, ‘coffee’ is 
o Countable 
o uncountable 

8. Do you like coffee? 

o In this sentence, ‘coffee’ is 
o Countable 
o uncountable 
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Unit 4: Exercise 7  

Read the information. Then choose the correct words to complete the sentences. 

We use much with singular uncountable nouns and many with plural nouns 
1. How many/much  meals do you eat every day? 
2.  We haven’t got many/much   bread. Can you buy some? 
3. There wasn’t many/much   food at the party, so I’m still hungry! 
4. You eat too many/much sweets. They’re bad for your teeth. 
5. Do you eat many/much fruit? 
6. How  many/much  rice do you want? A lot or just a little? 
7. You didn’t cook many/much   peas. Are you sure there are enough for all of us? 
8. I don’t want too many/much   spaghetti. I’m not really hungry. 
9. There’s too many/much  butter on that toast! It’s not healthy.  
10. I don’t eat many/much   eggs. I don’t really like them. 

Unit 4: Exercise 8 

Choose the correct words to complete the text. 

For breakfast, I usually have a/any/some toast and jam. I don’t put a/any/some butter on my 
toast. I usually just drink  a/any/some  cup of tea with my breakfast. I don’t put a/any/some   
sugar in my tea – I don’t like sweet drinks. At the weekend, I often have  a/any/some    egg for 
breakfast. Then, at about 11 o’clock, I usually have a/any/some coffee break. I eat a/any/some 
biscuits – just two or three. Then for lunch, I usually have a/any/some sandwich. I also eat  
a/any/some fruit, like an apple or an orange. I never eat a/any/some crisps – they’re really 
unhealthy.  

Unit 4: Exercise 9  

Complete the description of how to make scrambled eggs. Use a, the, some or any. 

1. You will need __________  butter, two or three eggs and ___________  large frying pan. 
2. First of all, break ___________ eggs into ___________  bowl. 
3. Make sure there aren’t ____________  pieces of eggshell in _____________  bowl. 
4. Mix ____________ eggs with ____________ fork . 
5. Now melt ____________  butter in ____________  frying pan. 
6. When ____________  butter has melted, pour ______________  eggs into the frying pan. 
7. Use ____________  wooden spoon to stir the eggs in ___________ pan . 
8. When it’s nearly ready, add ____________  salt and pepper to ______________ eggs. 
9. Keep mixing _____________  eggs with ___________  wooden spoon. 
10. When it’s ready, serve ___________  scrambled eggs with ______________ toast. 
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Unit 4: Exercise 10 

Choose the correct answers to complete the sentences. 

1. I eat a few/ a little/ a lot of cheese – too much, really, but I love it. 
2. I made  a few/ a little/ a lot of sandwiches, but our visitors still ate every single one! 
3. When I was younger, I ate a lot of chocolate, but I eat fewer/less/ more chocolate now – 

I'm trying to be healthier. 
4. We prepared enough food for ten people, but there were a lot fewer/less/ more people 

than that at the party. It was really crowded! 
5. The extra-large pizza is perfect for four or more people. For fewer/less/ more people, we 

recommend a normal pizza. 
6. It’s better to cook your own food than to buy fast food. Cooking usually takes fewer/less/ 

more time, but it’s much healthier. 
7. A: So who did you invite for dinner? 

B: Just  a few/ a little/ a lot of people – only three. 
8. A: Do you want some milk or sugar in your coffee? 

B: Just a few/ a little/ a lot of milk, please. Not too much. 
9. A: How much time do you spend cooking every day? 

B: a few/ a little/ a lot of ! At least three hours every day.  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 










































































	pre ielts 1 student pamphlet
	pre ielts 2 student pamphlet
	Blank Page



